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Dear colleagues,

Poaching and the illegal trade in ivory have reached levels worldwide that threaten the
survival of elephants and significantly negatively impaét on economic development, good

governance, security and people’s livelihoods in many African regions.

The volume of legal exports of pre-Convention ivory, in particular to China, have increased
sharply during recent years, but this trade is not subject to any restrictions under CITES. We
are deeply concerned that the trade of whole ivory tusks and ‘raw’ ivory that has not been
worked into a product, may contribute to increase poaching on the African continent. The
increasing trade from Europe to Asia contradicts efforts to reduce demand for ivory, that can
fuel the illegal trade, as well as providing a route through which poached ivory can be

laundered into the legal market.

Germany, the United Kingdom, Sweden, France, the Netherlands and Austria are convinced
that these impacts represent factors relating to the conservation of the African elephant which
militate against issuance of export permits as stipulated in Article 5 No. 2 d) of Council
Regulation (EC) No 338/97. In coherence with this view, export permits for pre-Convention

‘raw’ ivory (whole tusks and unworked items) are not granted in our countries.



We, the ministers responsible for CITES implementation of Germany, the UK, Sweden,

France, the Netherlands and Austria, invite you to consider applying the same administrative

practice at national level.

We believe that common practice across EU Member States with regard to ivory re-exports is

urgently needed.

A copy of this letter will be send to Commissioner Vella.

Yours sincerely,

Rabus fonc

Dr Barbara Hendricks

Minister for the Environment, Nature Conser-
vation, Building and Nuclear Safety
Germany
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