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Maharshi Vamadeva's convicts 

 
February 5, 2018, Fujairah. © Sergey Reshetov 

 

 
Summer 2017. The Maharshi Vamadeva is undergoing repair works in Fujairah, United Arab Emirates. This 
is an emergency case, the old LNG carrier is crippled with wounds but Varun, her Indian shipowner, is 
crippled with debts. The shipyard bill is not paid. The ship is seized. On board, the crew remains 
prisonner. They adress the Emir of Dubai. On August 15, 2018, the 15 remaining crew are repatriated in 
India. On April 29, 2019, Maharshi Vamadeva is beached in Alang as Vam. (See p 50). 
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Casualty ships 
 
The second quarter of 2019 was fatal to 11 ships that suffered collisions (4), groundings (4) or fires (3) 
and were deemed beyond repair. The most recent accident was the collision of the VLCC Shinyo Ocean 
on March 24, 2019 (p 46); 3 others occurred in the early months of 2019. The fire aboard the Norman 
Atlantic (December 2014, p 20) and the collisions of the Royal Arsenal (August 2017, p 62) and Kartika 
Segara (September 2017, p 42) are the oldest ones; these three deadly accidents (30, 21 and 5 deaths) 
were thoroughly investigated, the vessels involved were detained before they were sold for scrapping. 
 
The age at the time of the casualty ranged from 5 years for the ferry Norman Atlantic to 42 years for the 
cement carrier Fjordvik. 5 vessels were veterans, aged 37 or over. Two ships, the livestock carrier 
Wardeh (p 18) and the offshore service vessel Abdallah (p 51) were laid up with a reduced crew, 
awaiting employment or a hypothetical buyer.  
 
Three of them belonged to European shipowners. The Fjordvik was transported on a heavy lift carrier to 
Belgium at Galloo Recycling yard, the Norman Atlantic was towed to Turkey at Leyal yard; both are 
included in the list of European Union-approved ship recycling yards. The Shinyo Ocean owned by the 
Greek Navios was towed to Bangladesh.  
 
The Australian Iron Chieftain travelled halfway around the globe from her casualty site on the Australian 
east coast to the Turkish shipbreaking yard. 
 

 
Collisions 

 
   1            Hai Su 10, p x33 

China ČChina 
 

 
  2    Kartika Segara, p 42 

Singapore ČBangladesh 
 

 
    3      Royal Arsenal, p 62 

Irak ČPakistan 

 
   4     Shinyo Ocean, p 46  

United Arab Emirates ČBangladesh 
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Groundings 

 
 5           Abdallah, p 51 

United Arab Emirates ČIndia 

 
   6           Fjordvik, p 64  

Iceland ČBelgium 
 

 
  7       Kuzma Minim, p 60 

United Kingdom Č? 

 
   8         Wardeh, p 18  

Turkey ČTurkey  
 

Fires 

 
      9      Iron Chieftain, p 60  

Australia ČTurkey  
 

 
       10   Mark, p 27  

Turkey ČTurkey 

 
Norman Atlantic, p 20  

Italy ČTurkey 

 

Photo credits : 1 Alexandria Pesic / 2  MTI Network / 3  Channel News Asia / 4  Splash / 5 Robinso38122248-Twitter / 
6 Víkurfrétta / 7 / 8 DHA / 9 7-News / 10 DHA / 11 TMC Marine  
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The old ones resist 
Discarded ships clutter up docks, seawalls, lagoons, bays... The older they get, the more oil residues, 
toxic paints, asbestos contaminated materials, PCBs and other pollutants they release in marine waters 
and sediments. The quality of their ancient construction seems to suggest they will never die. Over the 
years, one would feel attached to these painful ghosts. When they are evacuated after several decades, 
the cost is high for the authorities who have been unable or unwilling or have not known how to take 
measures for an early solution and have let situations deteriorating at the expense of the environment or 
safety of navigation. 
This is a worldwide phenomenon. In Africa, "Shipbreaking" has already mentioned the wrecks of 
Nouadhibou Bay ("Shipbreaking" # 20, p 1-2, 39-43) and those of Abidjan ("Shipbreaking" # 51 p 3-4, 
Heading for Africa n°1). In this edition, some examples in France and Italy are at the end of the tunnel. 
 
France, Brittany, Bay of Brest 
 

 
 

Screenshots Google Earth 

 
Averse and Hetre, Rostellec Cove, February 23, 2018. 

 

On the Crozon peninsula, two wrecks, former properties of the French Navy that were sold without 
precaution to venturous buyers, have been tendered out for demolition. The Averse and the Hetre, have 
been discarded for decades in Rostellec cove, near the Ile Longue nuclear submarine base. 
 
The Averse, built in 1935 by Chantiers et Forges de Méditerranée, Graville-Le-Havre facility, was a 
steam-powered water tanker used to for the replenishment of navy vessels anchored in the Bay of Brest 
and later of the islands of the Iroise Sea. She took refuge in Southampton in 1940, was returned after the 
war and resumed her task as a supply ship until she was decommissioned in 1976. The Averse was 
towed to the Navy's maritime graveyard at Landevennec, later sold to an individual in 1988 then 
transfered to Rostellec in 1992. The restoration project of the LAVERSE association (Ligue d'Armateurs 
de Vapeurs et de Remorqueurs pour leur Sauvegarde et leur Emploi , League of steamboat and tugboat 
shipowners for their protection and employment) was never completed. The Averse 
remained abandoned on the foreshore, along with the Hetre, which had joined her 
in 1997 and was part of the same aborted floating museum project. The Hetre was 
a former port tug operated at Brest naval base, 700 bhp, built in 1957 in 
Villeneuve-la-Garenne and decommissioned in 1992. 
  

  
Hetre (foreground) and Averse.  © Jean Yves Cordier   © Presqu'île de Crozon.com 

 
The Averse was a sistership of the Ondée, broken up at Le Havre in 2015. Cf. "Shipbreaking" # 41 p 12. 

http://www.robindesbois.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/shipbreaking20.pdf
http://www.robindesbois.org/wp-content/uploads/shipbreaking51.pdf
http://www.robindesbois.org/wp-content/uploads/shipbreaking41.pdf
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The last owners never answered to the various formal legal demands issued by Affaires Maritimes. In 
2013, an environmental diagnosis was carried out, followed by the removal of polluted wastewater. 
Termination of ownership was declared in 2018.  
 
According to the calls for tenders, shipbreaking operations are expected to begin on the spot in October 
2019 and be completed the following month. The deadline for receiving the applications was July 1, 
2019. The demolition contracts have been awarded to Recycleurs Bretons that also operates a 
shipbreaking yard in basin n°5 of the commercial port of Brest. The cost is not known. 
 

××× 
 

 
Brest, February 23, 2015. © Erwan Guéguéniat. 

 

In the commercial port of Brest, the days of the Karl are numbered. The condition of the vessel has 
deteriorated over the 4 years she spent moored in basin n°5. Shortly after her arrival on February 23, 
2015 in the Breton port where she was to load seed potatoes bound for Morocco, troubles began. The 
Karl was detained following an inspection by the Ship Safety Centre for non-compliance with the 
Maritime Labour Convention (MLC), including non-payment of wages and overtime. In addition to this 
regulatory detention, the ship was seized for a financial dispute between the Swedish shipowner and the 
previous owner. 900 t of potatoes were unloaded by court order prior they got rotting. The crew of 
Romanian, Honduran and Guatemalan seamen survived thanks to the solidarity of the seafarers and 
food aid; they were repatriated in early May 2015. The Karl remained in Brest. (See "Shipbreaking" # 39, 
p 5-6) 

  
August 2016 © Erwan Guéguéniat    May 2019, Karl and Antigone Z.  © Michel Falcou 

 
Termination of ownership was declared on 16 April 2019. A call for tenders for demolition must be issued 
under the regulatory procedure even if the destination of demolition closest to the Karl's current 
residence on the 5th West, is on the other side of the basin, on the 5th East, at the approved ship 
recycling yard of Recycleurs Bretons.  
 
The Karl has been dying for only four years. Her companion in misfortune at the same basin, Antigone Z, 
was sold" in April 2017 for 3,950 ú, though none knew or tried to know what the buyer wanted to do with 
her. It was a false hope to cheaply dispose of a ship derelict since 2012 and a true additional delay for 
her demolition. The Antigone Z is still docked at Brest. 
  

http://www.robindesbois.org/wp-content/uploads/shipbreaking39.pdf
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Italy, Sardinia, Cagliari 
 

  
Aetos, June 3, 2019. © Egidio Ferrighi               Cagliari, west seawall. Google Earth 

 
In Cagliari, the demolition of Aetos started in mid June 2019. The ex general cargo carrier, built in 1966 
in Frederikshavn (Denmark), was last flying the flag of Sao Tome & Principe, her shipowner was 
Romanian. She had been officially registered since 1994 as a livestock carrier but in April-May 2002, she 
called at Cagliari with a cargo of exotic wood. The Sardinian financial police also discovered 350 kilos of 
haschich. The 10 crew were arrested, the Aetos was seized, she never left the port. She was exiled 
along the breakwater which accomodates those left behind.   
 
The Aetos was declared a "total loss" in June 2005. Over 
the years, she took in water, listed and nearly sank. The 
Port Authorities carried out emergency repair works prior 
to decide she would be broken up. The demolition 
contract was awarded to a Sicilian company. The other 
half submerged wrecks that complicate docking along 
the west seawall will undergo the same fate.  
 
 
 

 
K-3 Beta wreck. © Unione Sarda - Andrea Piras 

 

   
 August 19, 2002  July 9, 2018    June 12, 2019  
  Screenshot Google Earth    © Unione Sarda - Andrea Piras 
 
  





http://www.robindesbois.org/wp-content/uploads/shipbreaking55.pdf
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http://www.robindesbois.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/shipbreaking42.pdf


http://www.robindesbois.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/shipbreaking38.pdf
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http://www.robindesbois.org/wp-content/uploads/shipbreaking54.pdf






http://www.robindesbois.org/wp-content/uploads/shipbreaking51.pdf
http://www.robindesbois.org/wp-content/uploads/shipbreaking52.pdf


http://www.robindesbois.org/wp-content/uploads/shipbreaking52.pdf








http://www.robindesbois.org/wp-content/uploads/shipbreaking54.pdf
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