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Ramdane Abane. IMO 7411961. Length 274 m. Algerian flag. Classification society Bureau Veritas. 
Built in1981 in Saint-Nazaire (France) by Chantiers de l'Atlantique. She was the last in a series of 5 
vessels built in France for Compagnie Nationale Algerienne De Navigation. Throughout their trading life, 
they have ensured the export of Algerian natural gas from Arzew and Skikda ports to the clients of 
Sonatrach, the Algerian national oil and gas company.  

  
 Montoir (France), le 14 March 2008. © Erwan Guéguéniat 

 
The 5 LNG tankers were all named after heroes of the Algerian war of independence. The Mostefa Ben 
Boulaïd, Larbi Ben M'hidi and Bachir Chihani built by Constructions navales et industrielles de la 
Méditerranée in La Seyne-sur-Mer were scrapped in Turkey in 2017 and 2018 (see "Shipbreaking" # 44, 
p 31 and # °48, p. 32-33), the Mourad Didouche built in Saint-Nazaire was deflagged, renamed Mourato 
and beached in Bangladesh in February 2019 (see "Shipbreaking" # 55 p. 41). The Ramdane Abane, 
the last of the series, is also the last to be scrapped. On October 27, 2014, loaded with 80,000 m3 of 
gas destined for the Turkish terminal of Botas in the Sea of Marmara, she suffered a blackout in the 
Dardanelles Strait. She went adrift, she was eventually taken under control. The Ramdane Abane then 
resumed trading. Owner Hyproc Shipping (Algeria). Sold as is in Arzew (Algeria). The Ramdane Abane 
is expected in India. 345 US$ per ton. 
 

 
Ramdane Abane, entering Brest repair yard (France), December 14, 2009. © Erwan Guéguéniat 

 
 

 
  

https://robindesbois.org/wp-content/uploads/shipbreaking44.pdf
https://robindesbois.org/wp-content/uploads/shipbreaking48.pdf
https://robindesbois.org/wp-content/uploads/shipbreaking55.pdf
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Death on the shipbreaking yards 
 
Shipbreaking remains a hazardous industrial activity. Lack of mechanisation of certain 
operations, inhalation and explosion of toxic residual gases expose workers and metal 
sheet cutters to life threatening risks. In the Covid context marked by the labour shortage 
and the flow of passenger ships and tankers, the litany of accidents is getting longer. 
 

 

Turkey 
 The Isiksan and Simsekler yards are included in the list of ship recycling facilities approved by the 
European Commission since June 2019 and November 2020 respectively. They take delivery of oil rigs 
and ships whose owners emphasise their will to have them scrapped in compliance with the criteria of 
the Hong Kong Convention or the European regulation. However, two workers have suffered fatal 
accidents in the last six months 

 
Demolition of cruise ships and oil rigs in Aliaga.  

Screenshot Google Earth October 19, 2020 

 
- October 3, 2020. Two Transocean drilling platforms are being scrapped at the Isiksan yard. Up above, 
a handrail breaks and falls on a worker. Hit in the head, he died. The height of an offshore platform is 
about one hundred metres, like the second floor of the Eiffel Tower. 
 
- February 4, 2021. In the secondary cutting area of the Simsekler yard, a worker has just finished 
cutting a metal block with a blowtorch. A piece of scrap falls to the ground, the man did not move away. 
He is seriously injured and dies in hospital. According to the yard manager, the victim was experienced, 
having worked in shipbreaking yards for 15 years. Simsekler was chosen by Carnival Corp, the world's 
leading cruise company, to demolish two of her ships 
 
The results of post-accident investigations are not known. The saturation of the shipbreaking yards and 
the obligation to act quickly lead to lapses in vigilance and unsafe postures.  
 

Bangladesh 
According to the NGO Young Power in Social Action, seven workers died on the yards in 2020. Many 
others were injured, and some were left disabled. In the event of an explosion, fire, or a falling steel 
sheet, the industrial accident is undeniable. Poisoning by toxic gases is not systematically taken into 
account. 
 
- December 13, 2020. Kranti Tripura, 25 years old, is a security employee at Janata Steel yard. He is on 
night shift on a ship. He feels ill all of a sudden. He is taken to the local hospital. He dies in the night.  



death on the shipbreaking yards 
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- December 14, 2020. Jolendra Chakma, 24 years old, works at the Mother Steel yard. He felt faint at                                                
work. He is taken to hospital and dies the next morning. 
According to an inspector of the Department of Industry, these both deaths were not caused by 
accidents. No search for gas or toxic substances was mentioned. 
 
- December 25, 2020. Ibrahim, 36 years old, dies in an accident at KSRM Shipbreaking yard. The 
circumstances are not known. 
 
- February 6, 2021. Jashim, 40 years old, is cutting a pipe with a blowtorch in the engine room of a 
container ship at NR Shipbreaking yard. A gas pocket trapped in the pipe catches fire. The worker is 
taken to the local hospital and then to a specialised hospital for the treatment of burns in Dhaka. He dies 
a few days later.  
 
- March 7, 2021. Ripon Mia, 37, is killed instantly by a falling metal sheet at the Tasin Steel yard. 
"Sometimes incidents like this one happen in spite of [owners'] efforts to save workers from accidents", 
says the owner of the yard.  
 
The 2nd quarter of 2021 started in a tragic way as the Bangladeshi government announced at the 
beginning of the year new constraints on the delivery of ships for scrapping. It wants to make mandatory 
for importers to have the inventory of hazardous materials as defined by the Hong Kong Convention on 
Ship Recycling which, it should be recalled, has not yet entered into force. Currently, certificates stating 
the absence of hazardous materials are sufficient. NGOs and trade unions have already pointed out the 
proliferation of certificates of convenience issued by companies registered in tax havens such as Saint 
Kitts and Nevis or Palau. For its part, the Ministry of Industry recognises that it does not currently have 
the equipment that would enable a reliable control of the Inventory of Hazardous Materials.  
 
April 11. An explosion occurs at the Jamuna Shipbreakers yard. Workers were cutting a pipe on the 
tanker Agros (see p. 60). It still contained oil. Pilot, 22 years old, Samad, 40 years old, and Jihad, 18 
years old, suffer severe burns. They are taken to Chattogram Medical College Hospital. Their condition 
worsens and they have to be transferred to Dhaka hospital, more than 200 km away. Jihad dies 5 days 
later. 
 
April 13. Ataur Rahman, a 45-year-old foreman, is hit by a falling metal sheet at RA Shipbreaking yard. 
The accident took place in the evening around 7 pm. He is taken to the local hospital 3 hours later and 
dies of his injuries the next morning. 
 
April 24. Belal Hossain, 44 years old, suffers burns at MM Shipbreaking yard. The fire broke out while he 
was cutting a pipe for a scrap metal buyer. The buyer also had to be treated. The yard director makes no 
comment on the incident, he has switched off his phone. 
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Nehir, from migrants to cocaine 
 

The Nehir, a small oil tanker, was boarded on February 22, 2021 south of the Bay of Biscay by the 
Spanish Navy. She was carrying 3 t of cocaine. The crew of the Nehir scuttled the ship in an attempt to 
remove the evidence of the traffic. But the loot, with a resale value of 100 to 150 million euros, was 
transferred to a Spanish Navy patrol boat. The nine crew members of the Nehir, Turkish and Georgian 
nationals, were rescued. 
 

  
February 2021, arrest and scuttling of the Nehir. Screenshots  

© Guardia Civil 

  
 
 

Under the name Elhiblu 1, the tanker has already been in the headlines. She was intercepted at the end 
of March 2019 by the Maltese navy and escorted to Valletta with 108 migrants recovered off Libya. 
 

 
March 30, 2019, arrest of the Elhiblu 1, Valletta (Malta). © Jeune Afrique 

 
 
Malta had let the Elhiblu 1 leave after reporting some minor deficiencies on board. She was located in 
the port of Tuzla (Turkey) in September 2020. Renamed Nehir on September 9, 2020, she left the Sea of 
Marmara on December 17, 2020. She crossed the Strait of Gibraltar on January 7, 2021, was reported 
off the Canary Islands on January 10 and was positioned off Nouadhibou (Mauritania) since January 15, 
2021. 
 



Nehir, from migrants to cocaine 
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The tribulations of the Elhiblu 1-Nehir. © Robin des Bois 

 

Spanish investigators believe that the cocaine was to be transhipped somewhere in the Bay of Biscay in 
one or several ships, perhaps fishing or pleasure boats, before being distributed to several European 
countries. For decades, there have been sporadic arrivals of cocaine bales along the French South 
Atlantic coast, as if several sea rendezvous of traffickers had for unknown reasons failed. 
 
At the scene of the Nehir's scuttling, oil pollution is feared and the Maria de Maeztu remains on the spot 
to detect oil sheen and mobilise recovery means if necessary. 
 
Nehir (ex-Elhiblu 1). IMO 9753258. Tanker. Length 52,8 m. Palau flag since November 2020 ; previously 
Turkey (September 2020), Palau  (March 2019), Turkey (August 2015). Classification society Turk Loydu 
since December 2020, previously Bureau Veritas. Built in 2015 in Pendik (Turkey) by Argem Tersanecilik. 
Sold by her original Turkish owner Bursen Lojistik Denizcilik in March 2019 to Salah Ali M Elhiblu 
registered in Palau and domiciled in Libya. No detentions. From 2015 to 2019, she was operated in Black 
Sea ports. 
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Urgent: Rio Tagus, call for shipbreaking and reason 
 

In February 2021, the Occitanie region, owner of the port of Sète, issued a call for tenders for the 
scrapping of the Rio Tagus. The announcement states that the demolition of the wreck will have to be 
carried out on site: "the main place of performance of the contract is the port of Sète-Frontignan". The 
Rio Tagus will have to be loaded onto a barge or a floating dock prior to cleaning-up, asbestos removal 
and sorting of waste from the demolition. 

  
Rio Tagus, July 2020. How much longer will she float? © Anthony Levrot 

 

We are keeping our fingers crossed that the Occitanie region and the port of Sète will finally be able to 
put an end to this soap opera which began on October 31, 2010. Arrived in damaged condition, 
abandoned by a ghost shipowner, unsaleable for further trading operation, victim of water ingress, sold 
to a Spanish scrap metal dealer who wished to export her for scrapping in a less constraining 
environment, unsafe for a voyage under tow according to maritime security inspectors, the Rio Tagus 
has been annually tendered out for scrapping since February 2019. No tender has been followed up: the 
administrative court of Montpellier in November 2019 and then the Conseil d'État, the highest French 
administrative juridiction, in July 2020 held that the demolition was of no particular urgency.  
 
The Rio Tagus stands out among the yachts in the expanding Sète marina. She is a wreck of Damocles 
which threatens to sink and pollute. 
 

  
July 10, 2018   Sète, ship canal  April 4, 2020 

Screenshots Google Earth 

 
See also: 
Ubu, commandant du Rio Tagus, 8 juillet 2020 (French language only) 
"Shipbreaking" # 57, p. 6. The Rio Tagus slow-speed death. Novembre 2019 
The Rio Tagus stuck in Sète. September 25, 2017. 
 

https://robindesbois.org/ubu-commandant-du-rio-tagus/
https://robindesbois.org/wp-content/uploads/shipbreaking57.pdf
https://robindesbois.org/en/le-rio-tagus-senlise-a-sete/


Europe 
 

 
Robin des Bois - 9 - Shipbreaking # 62 ï June 2021 

Update of the European list of approved ship recycling facilities 
 

The European Commission published on December 16, 2016 its first list of approved ship recycling 
facilities. Vessels flying the flag of a Member State must be exclusively directed to these yards since the 
entry into force of the EU Regulation (January 1st, 2019). The 8th list is to be published in the 3rd quarter 
of 2021. The draft update is available on the European Commission's website. It includes 44 yards. In 
the context of Brexit, the UK yards have been removed from the list at the end of the transition period, 
i.e. December 31, 2020, with the exception of the Harland & Wolff yard in Belfast, which benefits from 
the Northern Ireland Protocol. 
 
The availability of yards continues to grow, especially in Northern Europe: 3 yards established in 
Denmark, Norway and the Netherlands will be included. In Southern Europe, a yard in the Basque 
Country has been introduced, but no new yards in the Mediterranean have joined the Genoa yard San 
Giorgio del Porto.  
 
European shipowners own 35% of the world fleet, and 24% of the 342 ships scrapped between October 
1st, 2020, and March 31, 2021. Only 11 vessels (3%) were delivered to European yards. Most of these 
are service vessels, seismic research vessels or offshore service vessels. Merchant ships, container 
ships or tankers were only delivered in Danish yards. The largest ship scrapped in a European yard was 
the 120 m long FPSO Petrojarl Banff (see p. 69), which was broken up by the Danish yard MARS. 
Decommissioned Navy ships are also occasionally delivered to European yards.  
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Papua New Guinea 
 

"Be Sharp, Ship Bismark" says the company's motto on its website. Mr Sharp is the director of Bismark 
Maritime Ltd. 

 
Port of Lae (Papua New Guinea). © John Kame 

 
Three of its discarded cargo ships are for sale as is in Lae (Papua New Guinea). They are laid up in a 
waiting area. The Pacific Express has been anchored off since October 2017 and has no more moved. 
She was joined in April 2020 by the Island Express and in June 2020 by the Moresby Express II. The 
main engines and cranes of all three vessels are out of use, and various equipment has been removed. 
Their only future is to be scrapped or to fall to pieces.  
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Routes served. © Bismark Maritime Ltd 

 
Bismark Maritime Ltd, based in Lae, the country's second largest city, has been operating a shipping 
business between the ports and the islands of Papua New Guinea since 1990. In 2021, Bismark 
Maritime Ltd still claims 16 merchant and service vessels, general cargo vessels, container ships, tug 
boats and landing craft, some of them are inactive.  
 
In May 2020, Bismarck Maritime Ltd got a 3 million Kina (840,000 US$) contract with the Papua New 
Guinea government to carry fruit and vegetables produced by Highlands farmers from Lae to the capital 
city Port Moresby. Upon arrival, the fresh products were rotten, they were not transported in a reefer 
container. 
 
Bismark Maritime Ltd presents itself as one of the largest shipping companies in Papua New Guinea. 
Let's hope Bismark will treat its wrecks with more care than fruit and vegetables. 
 



Papua New Guinea 
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Pacific Express (ex-Ulla Scan, ex-Balticon Hamburg, ex-BBC America, ex-Karsnes, ex-Bingum, ex-BBC 
America). IMO 9173343. Length 101 m, 2,722 t. Papua New Guinea flag. Classification society Registro 
Italiano Navale until August 23, 2018. Built in 1999 in Tianjin (China) by Tianjin Xingang. Owned by 
Bismark Maritime Ltd (Papua New Guinea) since March 2012. Detained in 2004 in Argentia (Canada) 
and Vladivostok (Russia) and in 2007 in Cagliari (Italy). Her main engine is out of use, the cranes have 
been dismantled, various equipment has been 
removed from the bridge as well as the auxiliary 
generators, the emergency generator, the lifeboat 
and electrical components. The Pacific Express II 
has been laid up since October 2017 in Lae. She is 
for sale as is with 4 tonnes of marine gas oil (MGO) 
and 45 tonnes of heavy fuel oil (HFO). 
 
 

Pacific Express, Lae, March 30, 2020. © Foggy 

 
 
 
 
Island Express (ex-BBC Denmark, ex-Wangerooge). IMO 9197674. Length 101 m, 2,686 t. Papua New 
Guinea flag. Classification society Registro Italiano Navale until December 30, 2020. Built in 1999 in 
Shanghai (China) by Zhonghua Shipyard. Owned by Bismark Maritime Ltd (Papua New Guinea) since 
April 2016. Detained in 2011 in Fremantle (Australia). Her main engine and two cranes are out of use, 

various equipment has been removed from the bridge 
as well as electrical components, an auxiliary 
generator and the lifeboat. The Island Express has 
been laid up since April 12, 2020, in Lae. She is for 
sale as is with 4 tonnes of marine gas oil and 8 tonnes 
of heavy fuel oil. 
 
 
Island Express, in service departing Port Moresby, January 
2018. © Foggy 
 

 
 
 
 

Moresby Express II (ex-BBC Ukraine, ex-BBC Japan, ex-Juister Riff). IMO 9224611. Length 101 m, 
2,785 t. Papua New Guinea flag. Classification society Registro Italiano Navale until December 31, 2020. 
Built in 2000 in Tianjin (China) by Tianjin Xingang. Owned by Bismark Maritime Ltd (Papua New Guinea) 
since November 2013. Detained in 2006 in Korsakov (Russia) and in 2011 in Tianjin (China). Her main 
engine and two cranes are out of use, various equipment 
has been removed from the bridge as well as the lifeboat 
and electrical components. The Moresby Express II has 
been laid up since June 12, 2020, in Lae. She is for sale as 
is with 4 tonnes of marine gas oil. 
 
 

Moresby Express II, April 1, 2020, last delivery in Lae.  
© Foggy 
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Overview from October 1st, 2020, to March 31, 2021 

4th quarter 2020 - 1rd quarter 2021 
 
342 ships to be scrapped, 3.3 million tonnes from October 2020 to March 2021. Business has 
resumed, with, in particular, the beaching of Very Large Ore Carriers and Very Large Crude Carriers.  
 

 
 

The market reflects the world's economy and health. 2021 had a good start with the suspension of 
Chinese imports of Australian iron ore which boosted secondary steel prices and consequently the prices 
offered by yards for ships to be scrapped. However, at the end of March, yards are about to experience 
the 3rd wave of the Covid-19 pandemic. The Indian subcontinent is already affected to varying degrees, 
Bangladesh and Pakistan remain vigilant, the situation in India is tragic. India had already experienced 
oxygen shortages in September 2020, which had reduced the activity of the shipbreaking yards. Daily 
infections were around 100,000 in autumn 2020, in spring 2021 they are 400,000. The tonnage recycled 
in January-February-March 2021 was halved compared to the last quarter of 2020. In April 2021, Indian 
shipbreaking activity is not reduced, it is stopped. Oxygen in resuscitation rooms takes precedence over 
oxygen in demolition blowtorches. 
 
In tonnage over the last 6 months, Bangladesh (42%) is well ahead of India (26%) and Pakistan (18%), 
followed by Turkey (5%). Pakistan confirms the return initiated in the second quarter and its appetite for 
oil tankers. It took delivery of 20 of the 79 tankers scrapped in the last 6 months, including 4 of the 9 
VLCCs, the Belema Sweet (p. 62), Euro Destiny (p. 64), Merlion M (p. 67) and the ex-Samho Crown and 
her fire residues (p. 69). 
 

tonnage recycled ships 
1 Bangladesh, 1.4 million t (42%) 
2 India, 835,000 t (26%) 
3 Pakistan, 578,000 t (18%) 
4 Turkey, 171,000 t (5%) 

1 Bangladesh, 115 (34%)  
2 India, 98 (29%) 
3 Pakistan, 61 (18%) 
4 Turkey, 25 (7%) 

 
Oil, chemical and gas tankers have made a strong comeback in the last six months. Their tonnage has 
increased from 202,000 t from July 1st to September 30 to 481,000 t from October 1st to December 31, 
2020, and to 803,000 t for the first quarter of 2021 alone. From October 1st, 2020, to March 31, 2021, 
they account for 40% of the ships to be scrapped. This is the first category ahead of bulkers (35%). The 
others are far behind. The scrapping of cruise ships continues in Turkey when a space in a yard 
becomes available. It has mainly moved to India with more attractive prices per ton for shipowners or 
banks. The Columbus, Magellan and Marco Polo previously owned by the bankrupt British company 
Cruise and Maritime Voyages were beached in Alang.  
 

tonnage recycled ships 
1 : tanker, 1.3 million t (39%) 
2 : bulker, 1.1 million t (35%) 
3 : cruise ships, 173,000 t (5%)  
4 : general cargo carrier, 172,000 t (5%) 
5 : container ship, 104,000 t (3%) 

1 : tanker 125 (37%) 
2 : bulker container ship, 71 (21%) 
3 : general cargo carrier, 45 (13%) 
4 : offshore service vessel, 29 (8%) 
5 : container ship, 15 (4%) 

  



overview October 1, 2020 - March 31, 2021 
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Prices per tonne experienced an overall increase. At the end of the period, they were around 470 US$ 
per ton in the Indian subcontinent with peaks reaching 750 and 850 US$ for tankers with stainless steel, 
260 US$ per ton in Turkey.  
 

 
 

306 ships out of 342 were scrapped in the Indian subcontinent, in China and in Turkey, i.e. 89% of the 
global tonnage, of which 82% for the Indian subcontinent only.  
 
282 ships (86%) were classed by a classification society belonging to the IACS (International 
Association of Classification Societies). 
 
145 ships (42%) have been detained prior scrapping. 3 general cargo carriers take all the places on the 
substandard ship podium : the My Rose (17 detentions) scrapped in Turkey, the Mohamed-1- (16 
detentions) scrapped in Pakistan and the Berka 45 (12 detentions) scrapped in Indonesia. It should also 
be noted that the Jigawa (11 detentions), one of the 106 derelict ships targeted by "Shipbreaking" # 59 
(p.45), was scrapped. 

 
My Rose, 2016, port of Bartin (Turkey). © Babür Halulu 

 

At least 114 ships were deflagged for their last voyage. One third of end-of-life ships were flying a 
funeral flag. Saint Kitts and Nevis (30) is ahead of Comoros (21) and Palau (20).  

   
Saint Kitts & Nevis Comoros Palau 

 
110 ships (32%) have been built in the European Union, in the United Kingdom and in Norway. 
 

https://robindesbois.org/wp-content/uploads/shipbreaking59.pdf


overview October 1, 2020 - March 31, 2021 
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82 ships (24%) belonged to shipowners established in the European Union or in the European 
Economic Area. 54 were scrapped in Indian subcontinent yards, 11 in Turkish yards, 11 in European 
yards.  
 
59 years. This is the age of the veteran, the cruise ship Funchal built in Elsinore (Denmark). Sold for 
scrapping after her failed reconversion into an accomodation vessel, her final destination is not known 
ato date (see p. 23). Four other ships over 50 years of age have definitively retired: the ex-US Navy 
replenishment tanker Chesapeake, 56 years old, the cruise ship Marco Polo 55 years old, beached in 
Alang, the livestock carrier Al Fahed 51 years old, beached in Pakistan and the pipelayer Castoro II 
beached in Alang.  

  
Funchal, June 2009. © Olaf Eggert Marco Polo, October 2018. © Marc Ottini 

 
The average age for all categories is 29 years. 
 
The youngest ones are the drilling ships Titanium Explorer (8 years old), Noble Bully I and Noble Bully II 
(9 years old) and the offshore service vessel Kosarca Tide (9 years old) all victims of the uncertainties of 
the oil market.  
 
55 km, this is the length of the convoy of ships to be broken up. 
172 ships (50%) were less than 150 m long, 92 between 150 and 200 m and 78 over 200 m, of which 23 
VLOCs (Very Large Ore Carrier) and VLCCs (Very Large Crude Carrier) over 300 m.  

 
Berge Kibo, VLOC ex-VLCC (p. 102) 328 m, 37,363 t. Gadani (Pakistan). © Gadani Ship Breaking Yard 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Cruise ship 
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Cruise ship 
2020 : October-November-December = 8 
2021 : January-February-March = 3 

 
The scrapping of ships paralysed by the Covid-19 pandemic from the end of June 2020 initially benefited 
Aliaga Turkish yards. They are close to saturation, but the Astor, previously owned by bankrupt Cruise & 
Maritime Voyages, managed to find a space at the end of November, as did the Costa Victoria in 
January 2021, once stripped of her reusable equipment in the Italian port of Piombino. Other cruise 
ships, the Ori, ex-Horizon of Pullmantur, and the Mare C, ex-Mare Celebration of Marella Cruises, are 
still in the scrapyard waiting room at Eleusis (Greece), their final destination would be Turkey. 

  
Aliaga : Carnival Imagination, Carnival Fantasy, Monarch, 

Costa Victoria. © Baris Kir 
Alang : Karnika and Columbus.  

© Ayan Alana 

 

Since the end of 2020, India has become the new homeland for the ex-cruise ships. The first one to be 
beached in Alang on November 28 was the Indian-owned Karnika. She was joined on Alang beach by 
the Ocean Dream and Grand Celebration owned by two American shipowners, Ocean Dream Shipping 
Inc. and Bahamas Paradise Cruise Line, and by the Magellan, Columbus and Marco Polo previously 
owned by Cruise and Maritime Voyages (CMV) and auctioned in October 2020 in the United Kingdom.  
 

The "crypto cruise ship" 
Tourism underdogs and ghost companies have acquired at bargain prices some cruise liners that the 
major players have gotten rid of in order to survive the Covid crisis and the disaffection of customers. 
The tribulations of the Pacific Dawn illustrate these opportunistic takeovers that most often fail. 

    
November 8, 2007, Pacific Dawn official naming ceremony, Sydney Cove (Australia). © Mick Prendergast 

 

The Pacific Dawn was owned since 2007 by P&O Cruises Australia, the Australian subsidiary of Carnival 
Corp (USA). She was the first mega cruise ship with an Australian homeport and was celebrated by 
Australian Olympic champion Cathy Freeman. In November 2019, just before the burst of the Covid 
crisis, P&O Australia, whose parent company Carnival was planning the withdrawal of its oldest ships, 
announced the sale of the Pacific Dawn. After a final season, the Pacific Dawn will be handed over to 
Cruise and Maritime Voyages (CMV). 



Cruise ship 
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Pacific Dawn, November 2018, Hobsons Bay, Williamstown, Melbourne (Australia). © Len Weigh  

 
The storyline is turned upside down by the Covid-19 outburst and the subsequent bankrupcy of CMV in 
2020. Like all cruise ships, the Pacific Dawn is idle, laid up in Manila (Philippines) first, and then in 
Greece. 
 
New turn of events! She was acquired in autumn 2020 by Panama-registered Ocean Builders Central Inc 
c/o Columbia Cruise Services Ltd (Cyprus). The project of Ocean Builders Central Inc is inspired by the 
juridically autonomous floating cities promoted by the "seasteading" movement. 
 
"Seasteading" is a think tank launched in 2008 in the United States that presents itself as visionary, 
humanitarian and revolutionary. The mission of the Seasteading Institute is to promote floating cities 
whose inhabitants or users would live in financial and political autarky. For the first in vivo applications off 
the mainland, the movement wants to rely on the financial means and the sense of innovation of 
"aquapreneurs" and on political or academic influencers. 
 
In this context, the ex-Pacific Dawn, would be permanently anchored off the coast of Panana City; it will 
be accessible in a 30-minute ferry ride from Panama City. Dubbed a "Crypto cruise ship" by her 
promoters, the ex-Pacific Dawn is supposed to become a "tech hub", an independent principality with 
bitcoin as its currency. The cabins were to be sold to individuals or entrepreneurs for 25,000 to 50,000 
US$ bitcoin equivalent, with an additional monthly fee allowing them to enjoy bars, casino, restaurants 
and other attractions. With a basic coat of paint, the Pacific Dawn renamed Satoshi - the smallest unit of 
bitcoin, 100 million satoshi = 1 bitcoin - sailed to Panama. The first cabins went on sale on November 5, 
2020. However, the authorities in Panama refused to consider the ship as non-seagoing. The promoters 
of the independent republic hoped to bypass the IMO conventions and reduce insurance costs. The 
business plan failed: without insurance, the Satoshi's cabins were unsellable. 

 
Satoshi, port of Colon, Panama. © Felipe Lee 

 
Satoshi, Bar (Montenegro). © Cruise industry news 

 

In December, Ocean Builders Central Inc threw in the towel. The floating city of convenience has been 
sunk by the world's leading flag of convenience. Would Panama have been as uncompromising if the 
Ocean Builders project had been located next to the Maldives Islands or elsewhere? 
Satoshi was announced for scrapping in India. She would have joined her sistership Karnika, ex-Pacific 
Jewel. In March 2021, new development, new speculation, the Satoshi left Panamanian waters. In a last-
ditch attempt, she would have been sold to Wake Asset Co Ltd, a "European cruise start-up" registered 
in the British Virgin Islands. In the meantime, Satoshi was moored in Bar (Montenegro). 
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October-November-December 2020 
 
 

Astor (ex-Fedor Dostoevskiy, ex-Astor). IMO 8506373. Length 176 m, 11,115 t. Bahamian flag. 
Classification society Det Norske Veritas/Germanischer Lloyd. Built in 1987 in Kiel (Germany) by 
Howaldtswerke-DW. Detained in 2004 in Adelaide (South Australia, Australia) and in June 2020 in 
Tilbury (United Kingdom). 

  
Fedor Dostoevskiy leaving Le Havre (France) in November 1990. © Pascal Bredel 

 
Built as Astor, she was originally to be operated by the South African company Safmarine between 
Southampton (UK) and Cape Town (South Africa). She was finally delivered to Mauritius-based Marlan 
Lines but was sold the year following her delivery to the Soviet company Black Sea Shipping Corp that 
renamed her Fedor Dostoevskiy. During her Soviet years, she was mainly chartered by German cruise 
operators. She was bought by the German company Transocean Tours and renamed Astor again in 
1995. She passed under control of the British company Cruise & Maritime Voyages (CMV) when the 
latter bought Transocean Tours.  

  
September 2012, outbound Le Havre (France).  

© Pascal Bredel 
Montoir (France), 19 September 2013. 

© Erwan Guéguéniat 

 
From April 2020 onward, the Astor was to be renamed Jules Verne and chartered by the French 
subsidiary of CMV. Cruises intended for a French-speaking clientele would depart from Le Havre or 
Marseille to Northern Europe, the Mediterranean, the Black Sea and the Canary Islands. A world tour in 
123 days departing from Marseille on January 8, 2021 with arrival at Le Havre was scheduled. 
 
The Covid-19 ruined the project. Cruise and Maritime Voyages was declared bankrupt, its fleet was 

auctioned by decision of the Admiralty Court in October 2020. "Shipbreaking" # 61 p. 5 announced the 

upcoming demolition of the Astor. Acquired on October 15, 2020 for 1,8 million US$ by Turkey-
registered BMS Gemi Geri Donusum c/o International Maritime Services (Greece), the Astor left the 
English port of Tilbury on November 7 and was beached in Aliaga yards on November 23. 

.../... 

https://www.robindesbois.org/wp-content/uploads/shipbreaking61.pdf
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At Tilbury, the Astor was not deserted. Her crew had remained on board, some seafarers and other 
employees for over a year. The cruise ship was inspected and detained for various infringements to the 
Maritime Labour Convention (MLC), including unpaid wages. 

  
November 27, 2020                               © Selim San                                      January 7, 2021 

 
Atlantic (ex-Atlantis, ex-Helgoland, ex-First Lady, ex-Helgoland). IMO 7214545. Length 76 m. Deflagged 
from Greece to Comoros for her last voyage. Classification society Det Norske Veritas/Germanischer 
Lloyd. Built in 1972 in Bremen (Germany) by Rolandwerft; completed in Hamburg by Howaldtswerke-
DW. Owned by Kissamos Cruises (Greece). On October 24, 2020, the Atlantic left Greece under tow of 
Christos XL, heading for Aliaga.  

  
 Atlantis arriving at Cuxhaven in April 2013. © Marc Ottini  October 29, 2021. © Selim San 

 
 

Grand Celebration (ex-Celebration). IMO 8314134. Length 223 m, 20,535 t. Deflagged from the 
Bahamas to Saint-Kitts-et Nevis in November 2011 for her last voyage shortened to Grand. 
Classification society Bureau Veritas. Built in 1987 in Malmo (Sweden) by Kockums MV for Carnival 
Group. Sistership of Henna (ex-Pacific Sun, ex-Jubilee, IMO 8314122) scrapped in 2016 (see 
"Shipbreaking" # 44, p. 25) and Magellan ex-Holiday.  

  
Grand Celebration, moored at the old cruise ship terminal in 

Istanbul, mid-2011. © Marc Ottini 
Grand Celebration moored at Civitavecchia 

(Italy), October 7, 2014. © Pascal Bredel 

.../...  

https://robindesbois.org/wp-content/uploads/shipbreaking44.pdf
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Owned by Bahamas Paradise Cruise Line (USA). Sold as is in the Bahamas to Machtrans Ship 
Management Pvt Ltd based in India. On November 12, She left Freeport (Bahamas) under tow, heading 
for Alang. 120 US$ per ton. 

 
Grand Celebration, Alang, January 2021. © Ayan Alana 

 
Karnika (ex-Pacific Jewel, ex-Ocean Village Two, ex-Aidablu, ex-A'Rosa Blu, ex-Crown Princess). IMO 
8521220. Length 245 m, 31,046 t. Deflagged from the Bahamas to Saint Kitts & Nevis for her last 
voyage. Classification society Lloyd's Register of Shipping. Built in 1990 in Monfalcone (Italy) by 
Fincantieri Italiani. Owned by Jalesh Cruises Ltd (India). Detained in 2002 in Naples (Italy).  

  
Crown Princess, September 1990.   

© Pascal Bredel 
AôRosa Blu, outbound Le Havre (France), April 2004.  

© Pascal Bredel 
 

Auctioned as is in Mumbai (India), acquired by United Kingdom-based NKD Maritime Ltd and beached in 
Alang on November 28. 380 US$ per ton. 

 
Karnika, Alang, December 24, 2020. © Ajay Modi 
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Magellan (ex-Grand Holiday, ex-Holiday). IMO 8217881. Length 222 m, 20,912 t. Deflagged from the 
Bahamas to Comoros for her last voyage nicknamed Mage. Classification society Registro Italiano 
Navale. Built in 1985 in Aalborg (Denmark) by Aalborg Vaerft. Owned by bankrupt Cruise and Maritime 
Voyages (CMV) and acquired in auction by the Greek shipowner Seajets for 3.8 million US$. Sold to 
Liberia-registered Wanda Services Ltd c/o Eaglepower Shipping Ltd (Cyprus) and beached in India on 
January 30, 2021. Considering the prices offered by the Indian yards in late 2020, Mage in Alang is 
valued at over 8 million US$. 

  
Magellan, downstream the Schelde, June 2015.  

© Marc Ottini 

Magellan, upstream Seine River, July 26, 2018.  
© Pascal Bredel 

 

  
Mage, ex-Magellan. © Faisal Mobh 

 

Marco Polo (ex-Aleksandr Pushkin). IMO 6417097. Length 176 m, 14,561 t. Deflagged from the 
Bahamas to Tanzania for her last voyage. Classification society Det Norske Veritas/Germanischer 
Lloyd. Built in 1965 in Wismar (Germany) by Mathias Thesen Werft. Detained from June 2020 onward in 
Avonmouth (United Kingdom). Owned by bankrupt Cruise and Maritime Voyages (CMV) and auctioned 
to an undisclosed buyer for 2.9 million US$.  

 
Marco Polo arriving at Honfleur (France), Seine River, September 10, 2012. © Erwan Guéguéniat 
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Resold to Saint Vincent & the Grenadines-registered Highseas Ltd and beached in Alang on January 
14, 2021. Considering the prices offered by the Indian yards in late 2020, Marco Polo in Alang is valued 
at around 6 million US$. 

 
Marco Polo, on Seine River, heading for Rouen (France), April 24, 2010. © Pascal Bredel 

 

   
Marco Polo, Cherbourg maritime terminal (France), 

June 2014. © Marc Ottini 

Marco Polo, Alang, January 15, 2021.  
© Vaja Nilesh 

 

 
Metropolis (ex-Ming Fai Princess, ex-N. Kazantzakis, ex-Shiretoko Maru). IMO 7215161. Length 154 m, 
8,342 t. Deflagged from Jamaica to Saint Kitts & Nevis for her last voyage shortened to Ropolis. 
Classification society International Naval Surveys Bureau (See about International Naval Surveys 
Bureau, "Shipbreaking" # 59, p. 5). Built in 1972 in Shimizu (Japan) by Kanasashi. Owned by Delta Corp 
Pacific HK Ltd (Hong Kong, China). 5 detentions in Hong Kong in 2014, twice in 2016, then in 2019 and 
in 2020. Ex-Japanese ferry exported to Greece at the age of 17 years and retuned back to Asia. From 
2007 onward, she has been operated as a casino-ship by Metropolis Cruise for 2 days/1 night cruises 
around Hong Kong. She could accomodate 515 passengers. Beached for demolition in India. 

  
© metropolis-cruise Metropolis, off Hong Kong in December 2018.  

© Marc Ottini 

https://robindesbois.org/wp-content/uploads/shipbreaking59.pdf
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Ocean Dream (ex-Pacific Star, ex-Costa Tropicale, ex-Tropicale). IMO 7915096. Length 205 m, 17,848 t. 
Deflagged from Panama to Comoros for her last voyage shortened to Dream. Classification society Det 
Norske Veritas/Germanischer Lloyd. Built in 1981 in Aalborg (Denmark) by Aalborg Vaerft. Detained in 
2019 in Xiamen (China) and in January 2020 in Fremantle (Australia). Owned by Ocean Dream Shipping 
Inc (USA). Acquired by Blue Whale Maritime  (India) and beached for demolition in Alang. 

  
Ocean Dream, arrival at Piraeus (Greece) in the early 

morning hours, May 13, 2015. © Marc Ottini 

Ocean Dream, January 2021,  in Alang.  
© Jitendra Solanki 

 
January-February-March 2021 

 
Columbus (ex-Pacific Pearl, ex-Ocean Village, ex-Arcadia, ex-Star Princess). IMO 8611398. Length 246 
m, 29,058 t. Bahamian flag. Classification society Lloyd's Register of Shipping. Built in 1989 in Saint-
Nazaire (France) by Chantiers de l'Atlantique. Auctioned for 5,3 million US$ by Sea Jets (Greece) after 
Cruise & Maritime Voyages bankrupcy. Detained in 2020 in Tilbury.  

 
Columbus outbound Antwerp (Belgium) sailing down the Schelde, August 27, 2017 © Pascal Bredel 

 
On November 18, 2020, Columbus left Tilbury (United Kingdom) bound for Piraeus. Her official status 
was changed to "to be broken up" on February 9, 2021. On February 22, she left Eleusis Bay heading for 
Umn Qasar (Oman) via Suez Canal. On the way, she became the Comoros-flagged Colus and was 
beached in Alang on March 31.  

 
Columbus in Alang. © Jitendra Solanki 
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Funchal. IMO 5124162. Length 153 m. Madeira (Portugal) flag. Classification society Rinave Portugesa. 
Built in 1961 in  Elsinore (Denmark) by Helsingor Vaerft. Owned by Signature Living Group Ltd (United 
Kingdom). Detained in 2000 in Lisbon (Portugal).  

 
Funchal, in quai au Havre (France), 12 April 2008.  © Pascal Bredel 

 
In December 2018, the Funchal was auctioned and acquired for 3.9 million US$ by Signature Living, a 
Liverpool-based hotel chain (United Kingdom) which intended to operate her for party cruises between 
the United Kingdom and Ibiza (Spain). In October 2019, the destination of the Funchal has changed, she 
would move to Liverpool to be operated as a floating hotel. The Covid-19 pandemic terminated the 
project. The SLG Group was bankrupt and the Funchal remained discarded and rusting in Lisbon. She 
was auctionned again on January 29, 2021. This time she was acquired for scrapping and is now waiting 
for the tug that will take her to Turkey or India.   
 
Starry Metropolis (ex-Neptune, ex-CT Neptune, ex-Olvia, ex-Kareliya, ex-Leonid Brezhnev, ex-Kareliya). 
IMO 7359498. Length 156 m, 8,315 t. Jamaica flag. Classification society Russian Maritime Register of 
Shipping. Built in 1976 in Turku (Finland) by Wartsila for the Soviet Black Sea Shipping Company. 
Originally, she was operated alternatively as a ferry or a cruise ship. She was refitted in 1982 and 
became a pure cruise ship as Leonid Brezhnev. Her last owner was Hopewin Ship Management Co Ltd  
(Hong Kong, China). 5 detentions : in 2000 in Singapore, in 2002 in Auckland (New Zealand), in 2004 in                                                                               
Tilbury (United Kingdom) and in 2016 and 2020 in Hong Kong. Operated since 2004 as a casino-ship on 
night cruises off Hong Kong. Auctioned as is in Hong Kong (China) for demolition in India. 337 US$ per 
ton.  

  
Leonid Brezhnev, promotional post card  

© Black Sea Shipping Co 
Starry Metropolis, Kowloon Bay, Hong Kong (China), 

February 2016. © Vladimir Tonic 
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Ferry 
2020 : October-November-December = 4 
2021 : January-February-March = 5 

 
October-November-December 2020 

 
Evangelistas (ex-Magallanes, ex-Friesland, ex-Maersk Friesland, ex-Maersk Flanders, ex-Duke of 
Flanders, ex-Romira, ex-Admiral Atlantic). IMO 7627962. Ex Ro Ro refitted in 2000 for the transport of 
passengers. Length 123 m, 4,258 t. Deflagged from Chile to Saint Kitts & Nevis for her last voyage 
shortened to Angelis. Classification society Lloyd's Register of Shipping, International Register of 
Shipping for her last voyage. Built in 1978 in Tokyo (Japan) by Ishikawajima.  
Owned by Navimag Ferries SA (Chile). For nearly 20 years, the Evangelistas has connected the fjords of 
Chilean Patagonia, from Puerto Montt to Chacabucco, Puerto Natales or Puerto Eden. Acquired by 
Indian-based Prayati Shipping prior to her departure for demolition in Alang. This 18,000 km-long 
transoceanic journey from southern Chile to Alang beach for an end-of-life ship built in 1978 underlines 
one more time the lack of shipbreaking yards in South America. 
 
In August 2019, another Navimag ferry, the Puerto Eden, ex-Monte Cinto then owned by SNCM, had 
reached Alang nicknamed Den (see "Shipbreaking" # 56, p.1 ). 

  
Maersk Flanders, Scheveningen (Netherlands),  

July 1993 © Pieter Inpyn 
Evangelistas, Puerto Montt (Chile), May 2013.  

© Patagonia Ships 

 

Nikolay Aksenenko. IMO 9711250. Length 68 m. Deflagged from Russia to Cameroon for her last 
voyage renamed Dalga. Classification society Russian River Register. She was a hybrid vessel. She 
was rebuilt in 2013 in Sevastopol (Ukraine) by Yuzhnyy from the 
hull of Thor Sydfyen (IMO 7707475) built in 1978 in Aarhus 
(Denmark) by Dannebrog Værft. The Nikolay Aksenenko then 
received a new IMO number. Owned by Anship Llc (Russia) 
which operated her between Kavkaz and Kerch in the 
eponymous strait. 
 

Thor Sydfyen, Bøjden (Denmark), October 2010 © Lars Staal 
 
On December 1, 2016, the Nikolay Aksenenko allided with the quay of Kavkaz port (Russia). Her hull 
suffered several cracks. The vessel was withdrawn from service for repairs. She did not resume sailing. 
She was finally towed and beached in Aliaga yards on November 3, 2020.  

 
Nikolay Aksyonenko, Azov Sea, Kerch Strait, February 2017 © Pavel Emelyanov 

https://robindesbois.org/wp-content/uploads/shipbreaking56.pdf
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Tian Ren (ex-Blue Zephyr). IMO 8902357. Length 186 m, 10,530 t. Deflagged from Panama to Niue for 
her last voyage shortened to T Ren. Classification society Korean Register of Shipping. Built in 1990 in  
Kawajiri (Japan) by Kanda Zosensho. Owned by Marine Asia Shipping Inc (South Korea). Detained in 
2000 and 2008 in Incheon (South Korea). Acquired by Trinitas Ship Management Pvt Ltd based in India 
prior to her departure for demolition in Bangladesh. 

  
Tian Ren, Tianjin (China), September 2017. 

© Tomasz Wójcik 

T Ren, Chattogram, November 9, 020.  
© Jonaed Hasan Ridoy 

 
Vronskiy (ex-Wisteria, ex-Duc de Normandie, ex-Prinses Beatrix). IMO 7637149. Length 131 m. 
Deflagged from Cyprus to Belize for her last voyage renamed Damla. Classification society Bureau 
Veritas. Built in 1978  in Heusden (Netherlands) by Verolme. Owned by Acciona Trasmediterranea 
(Spain). 3 detentions: in 2011 in Almeria (Spain), in 2013 in Tangier (Morocco) and  in 2015 in Algeciras 
(Spain). Sold for demolition in Turkey. 

  
Duc de Normandie leaving Portsmouth (United Kingdom), 

March 29, 1994.  © Pascal Bredel 

Damla, Aliaga, February 2021.  
© Selim San 

 
 

January-February-March 2021 
 

Madeleine (ex-Isle of Inishturk, ex-Isle of Inishmore, ex-Leinster). IMO 7915228. Length 122 m. 
Canadian flag. Classification society Lloyd's Register of Shipping. Built in 1981 in Cork (Ireland) by 
Verolme. Owned by Canada Govt Transport (Canada).  
Originally built for British & Irish Steam Packet Co (B+I Line) founded in 1836 by a group of Dublin 
business men including Arthur Guinness and 
John Jameson and acquired by the Irish State 
in 1965. Named Leinster, she linked Dublin and 
Liverpool until the route considered too 
hazardous was closed and she was switched to 
the shorter Dublin and Holyhead route. She 
was transferred to Irish Ferries, the company 
created after the privatization of B+I line in 
1992.  
 

Leinster. © World Ship Society Photolibrary 
...:... 
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In 1993, the Leinster was renamed Isle of Inishmore, a tautological name - "Inis" meaning isle in Irish 
language - and with no connection with the Rosslare-Pembroke route she was sailing between the Irish 
southern coast and the Welsh southern coast, far away from Galway Bay and the Aran Islands. In 
October 1995, she allided with the quay in Rosslare in bad weather and had to be repaired at Falmouth 
yard (United Kingdom); in the wake, she became the Isle of Inishturk, another tribute to an island of the 
Irish west coast. She sailed her last crossing for Irish Ferries on March 22, 1997 and was laid up for a 
short while in Le Havre (France) until her departure for Canada on June 7, 1997. 

  
Isle of Inishmore.  

© Andreas Wörteler 
Isle of Inishturk, Le Havre (France), March 24, 1997.  

© Pascal Bredel 
 

The ship was acquired by the Canadian government to be operated by CTMA (Coopérative de 
Transport Maritime), "Official carrier of the îles de la Madeleine since 1944". She was renamed 
Madeleine to provide a regular ferry service in the Saint Lawrence Gulf between Souris on Prince 
Edward Island and Cap-aux-Meules in the Îles de la Madeleine archipelago.  

 
 
 

 
 

 
Thanks to a mild winter without ice, the Madeleine was able to carry out her crossings throughout the 
2020-2021 season. She was laid up at Cap-aux-Meules on January 31, 2021. She will not resume her 
service. At 40 years old, she is doomed to be scrapped. She will be replaced by the Madeleine 2, due to 
arrive on March 23 at Cap-aux-Meules. The port needs to make space. On March 17, 2021, the 
Madeleine left her homeport and headed for Sydney, Nova Scotia, pending the result of Transport 
Canada's call for tenders for demolition. Finally, the Madeleine is to be dismantled  by the Canadian 
company Marine Recycling Corp in its Sydney facility. 

 
Madeleine, November 2020. © Simon Laberge 
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Rahal (ex-Jamaa II, ex-Alandia, ex-Botnia Express, ex-Diana). IMO 7224370. Length 109 m, 3,605 t. 
Comoros flag. Classification society Bureau Veritas. Built in 1972 in Papenburg (Germany) by 
Jos.L.Meyer for the Swedish company AB Slite. Last known owner Liberia-registered Yellow Star 
Navigation SA c/o Horizon Worldwide Trading (Greece). 3 detentions: in 2007 in Suez (Egypt) and in 
2008 and 2015 in Safaga (Egypt). Sold for demolition in India. 
 
Santa Lucino (ex-Ferry Suou). IMO 9117363. Length 189 m, 10,518 t. Deflagged from South Korea to 
Comoros for her last voyage shortened to Lucino 1. Classification society Korean Register of Shipping. 
Built in 1996 in Kawajiri (Japan) by Kanda Zosensho. Ex Japanese ferry of Hankyu Ferry Co Ltd. She 
had a capacity of 810 passengers and 220 trailers, her service speed was 25.6 knots. The Ferry Suou 
was sold in 2015 to South Korean Sea World Express Ferry Co Ltd that operates a regular service 
between Mokpo city, south of the Korean Peninsula, and Jeju Island. She was replaced by the Queen 
Jenuvia in September 2020 and decommissioned. Acquired by Saint Kitts & Nevis-registered Maximus 
Shipping Ltd prior to her departure for demolition in Bangladesh. 

  
December 12, 2020, laid-up in Mokpo (South Korea).  

© Vladimir Tonic 

Santa Lucino, Chattogram. 
© Mohammad Islam 

 
Seatran Ferry 8 (ex-Daihatsu Maru No,8). IMO 8613671. Length 76 m, 1,401 t. Thai flag. Unknown 
classification society. Built in 1986 in Akitsu (Japan) by Taihei Kogyo. Owned by Seatran Ferry Co Ltd 
(Thailand). Acquired by P K Marine Construction (Thailand) and renamed PK Marine 2 prior to her 
departure for demolition in Bangladesh. 
 
Xiang Xue Lan. IMO 9086904. Registered by the International Maritime Organisation as 
passenger/container ship. Length 150 m, 7,542 t. Deflagged from Panama to Comoros for her last 
voyage shortened to Xiang. Classification society Korean Register of Shipping. Built in 1996 in Wismar 
(Germany) by Mathias Thesen Werft. Owned by Yantai Zhong Han Ferry Co (China), subsidiary of the 
COSCO Group and operated between Incheon (South Korea) and Yantai (China). Detained in 2000 and 
2013 in Incheon (South Korea). Sold for demolition in Bangladesh. 

 
Xiang Xue Lan, Incheon (South Korea), May 2015. © Seongwoo Seo 
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General cargo ship 
 
General cargo carriers, or multipurpose freighter, transport products or waste in bags, crates, drums, 
cardboard boxes usually palletized or bare loads, rolling crafts and logs. Some can also transport 
containers as additional cargoes.  

 
2020 : October November-December = 23 
2021 : January-February-March = 22 
 

45 demolitions, 5% of the global tonnage. Nine vessels are over 150 m long and represent half of the 
tonnage. The average age at the time of scrapping is 32 years.  
21 vessels (47%) were classed by a second-ranking classification society not a member to IACS 
(International Association of Classification Societies). The percentage is 17% for all categories of ships 
scrapped in the period covering the last quarter of 2020 and the first quarter of 2021. 
The detention rate of the category is 76%. 3 general cargo ships stand on the podium of sub-standard 
ships: the My Rose (17 detentions) scrapped in Turkey, the Mohamed-1 (16 detentions) scrapped in 
Pakistan and the Berka 45 (12 detentions) scrapped in Indonesia.  
 

 
October-November-December 2020 :  

 
Al Naser (ex-Obl Omni, ex-Global Eagle, ex-Hanseatic 
Voyager, ex-Marie Delmas, ex-Global Eagle, ex-Kolomna). 
IMO 8922527. Length 173 m, 8,840 t. Jordanian flag. 
Unknown classification society, Russian Maritime Register 
of Shipping until June 2012. Built in 1989 in Warnemünde 
(Germany) by Warnowwerft. Owned by Iraq Government 
Maritime Transport (Iraq). 4 detentions: in 2006 in 
Ravenna (Italy) and Bandar Abbas (Iran) and in 2010 in 
Safaga (Egypt) and Bandar Khomeini (Iran). Sold for 
demolition in Pakistan.  

 
Colombo, Sri Lanka, August 2010. © Ivan Meshkov 

 

Amal Neptune (ex-Myra, ex-Eltsen, ex-Michail Junior, ex-Able Winner, ex-Evangelia, ex-Maritsa, ex-Able 
Ensign, ex-Giga I, ex-Hanako, ex-Cargo Express, ex-Larix). IMO 8116843. Length 106 m, 2,062 t. 
Tanzanian flag. Classification society Bulgarski Koraben Registar. Built in 1981 in Imabari (Japan) by 
Higaki. Owned by Cedar Marine Services (Lebanon). 8 detentions: in 2002 in La Pallice (France), in 
2013 in Iskenderun (Turkey), Kalilimenes (Greece) and Alanya (Turkey), in 2013 in Canakkale (Turkey), 
in 2016 in Antalya (Turkey), in 2017 in Odessa (Ukraine) and in 2019 in Burgas (Bulgaria). Sold for 
demolition in India. 
 

Amina H (ex-Marsas, ex-Reefer Moon, ex-Future, ex-Matena Lumo). IMO 8818893. Ex cargo réfrigéré 
converted in 2013. Length 106 m, 2,160 t. Tanzanian flag. Classification society Intertek Maritime 
Bureau. Built in 1989 in Hachinohe (Japan) by Kitanihon. Owned by Liberia-registered c/o Tek 
Management Corp  (Panama). 4 detentions: in 2002 in Whangarei (New Zealand), in 2008 in Bangkok 
(Thailand) and in 2019 in Bandar Abbas (Iran) and Asaluyeb (Iran). Sold for demolition in India. 440 US$ 
per ton. 

  
Marsas, December 2007, Suez Canal. 

© Wolfgang Berthel 

Amina H, Istanbul, June 2013.  
© Cavit Ege Tulça 


