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 Bay of Brest on a beautiful winter day  
 

 
 
The Eide Traveler,  Norwegian flag, has been delivered for demolition in Ejsberg, Denmark. Bit by bit, 
EU-approved yards are taking hold on the global demolition market. See also the Varzuga p. 52. 
 
The days when Maersk sent tugs from Denmark to Turkey for scrapping... and let them sinking off 
Brittany (December 22, 2016) without being prosecuted by the French justice system are not yet over, 
but the horizon is clearing. 
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Destocking in Brest (France)... 
 

At the crossroads of the transatlantic routes, the port of Brest takes in, if necessary, damaged ships, or 
those diverted by the French Navy for oil discharges, hit and run accidents or drug traffickings. Brest is at 
the same time a military port, a commercial port, a port of refuge, a port of repair and a port of 
sequestration. Ships at the end of their operational career quickly become ships at the end of their life. 
Brest becomes a cemetery when the shipowner renounces to pay the cautions, renounces the essential 
repairs and abandons its ship, sometimes with her exiled and unpaid crew. The slowness of the 
administrative procedures to declare termination of ownership's rights and designation of the scrapping 
yards is prolonging the agonies:  
- 11 years for the Ocean Jasper arrested in August 2007 after sinking the creelfishing boat Sokalique, 
finally towed for scrapping from the military port to the commercial port in 2018.  
- 8 years for the Winner arrested in 2002 for drug trafficking, scrapped in a dry dock of the arsenal in 
2010.  
- 8 years for the Captain Tsarev, arrived in damage in November 2008, scrapped in Brest in 2016.  
- 3 years for the Matterhorn diverted for oil discharge in May 2009, sent for scrapping in Bordeaux in 
2012. 

 
July 2, 2016, Brest's international maritime Festivals. On the left, the Antigone Z moored along the André Colin,  

a former passenger ship serving the islands close by Brest, the Karl in the centre and the Captain Tsarev  
on the right. © Erwan Guéguéniat  

 

Usually moored alongside in basin n°5, the "to be scrapped" are pushed behind closed doors at the end 
of an impound dock on the occasion of Brest's international maritime Festivals. Yet the scrapping of 
obsolete merchant ships in acceptable social and environmental conditions is to the credit of Brest and 
can legitimately fit in the international maritime Festivals when compared to the bleak scrapping of ships 
in Pakistan or Bangladesh. 

 

The legal authorization in May 2016 of the Navaleo (ex-Recycleurs bretons) shipbreaking yard then its 
inclusion in the European Union list of approved yards, has opened the door to the scrapping and 
recycling of the end-of-life vessels that were carrying on deteriorating at the mercy of intrusions, fires, 
pillages, vandalism and water ingress. 

  
July 2, 2014, the Antigone Z  December 7, 2016, the Karl 

© Erwan Guéguéniat 



destocking in Brest 
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After the pioneering and painful scrapping of the Captain Tsarev in 2016-2017, Navaleo tried its hands 
on some passenger ships serving the Bay of Brest and the islands nearby.  
 
Today, decongestion is taking shape with the planned demolition of three historic squatters: 
- The Antigone Z detained in Douarnenez in April 2012 then deported to Brest in 2013 (cf. p. 9). 
- The Karl arrived at the end of February 2015 with a financial dispute and back wages of the crew (cf. 
p. 23). 
- The half Rhine river oil tanker Therese Straub, escaped from her convoy in tow to West Africa and 
recovered by the Abeille Bourbon in October 2019 (see on this subject "Shipbreaking" n°57, p. 8 
"Europe-Africa : the on-going traffic" and "Shipbreaking" n°58, p. 4, "End of the run for the Arion"). 

 
May 25, 2021, from right to left, the Antigone Z, the Karl, and the half river tanker Therese Straub, and on a 

pontoon, a service vessel. © Marc Ottini 

 
The region of Brittany has attributed one million euros for their demolition. Navaleo, based on the 
eastern quay of basin n°5, will proceed afloat to the removal of asbestos and the cleaning of hulls, 
cutting up will be carried out in the drydock 1, next to basin n°5. The yard will also carry out the 
dismantling of the former Russian tanker Varzuga, which arrived in Brest on July 10 from Le Havre 
towed by the VB Gascogne after the failure of the tug Christos XXIV, which should have towed her from 
Murmansk to Aliaga, Turkey (see "All at sea", May 6, 2021, "What future for the Christos XXIV and the 
Varzuga?", June 18, 2021). Another arrival of an end-of-life vessel is expected in September-October, 
that of the Rio Tagus, discarded at Sète since October 2010, whose departure last June on a semi-
submersible vessel failed and caused oil pollution. The authorised capacity of Navaleo has increased on 
paper from 10,000 t/year to 15,000 t/year, with a theoritical maximum annual ship recycling capacity of 
40,000 t. Its challenge today is to confirm that its technical and human resources capacities are sufficient 
to deal smoothly with this impressive workload and prevent the basin n°5 from being obstructed by a 
congestion. 

 
Varzuga, Brest, August 2021. © Erwan Guéguéniat 

https://robindesbois.org/wp-content/uploads/shipbreaking57.pdf
https://robindesbois.org/wp-content/uploads/shipbreaking58.pdf
https://robindesbois.org/en/a-la-remorque/
https://robindesbois.org/en/quel-avenir-pour-le-christos-xxiv-et-le-varzuga/
https://robindesbois.org/en/quel-avenir-pour-le-christos-xxiv-et-le-varzuga/
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é and destocking in Genoa (Italy) 
 
Genoa, Italy's largest industrial and commercial port, is not immune to squatters. Their presence tends to 
be diluted in the mass of traffics. With 17 and 15 years of patience or apathy from the authorities, Genoa 
easily beats Brest. "Shipbreaking" n° 26, p. 8, had reported the presence in the Ligurian port of the cargo 
ship Sentinel arrested in 2004 for smuggling of migrants (cf. p. 24), and of the tanker Theodoros 
discarded since 2006 (cf. p. 51). In December 2018, the Genoese yard San Giorgio del Porto was 
included in the European Union list of approved shipbreaking yards. To prove its worth, it had 
undertaken the deconstruction of the Costa Concordia in 2015. It is the only approved European yard on 
the Mediterranean coast.  Its authorised annual capacity is 60,000 t lightweight, but until then it was 
running out of regular activities. The customs administration issued restricted calls for tender specifying 
that demolition could only be carried out in a EU-approved yard. The Turkish temptation was dismissed 
and the contract was awarded to the Genoa yard. It will cost to the Western Liguria Sea Port Authority 
(AdSP del Mare Ligure Occidentale), which includes the ports of Genoa, Savona, Pra and Vado Ligure, 
655,737 ú for the Sentinel and 978,000 ú for the Theodoros. The Sentinel and the Theodoros were 
joined by the cement carrier Mar Grande (see p. 63). On July 1st, 2021, the three vessels were towed to 
basin n°3.  

   
July 1st, 2021, towing of the Mar Grande, Theodoros and Sentinel. © Liguria Nautica 

 
 
It is hoped that this time, this will be a successful departure for ship demolition, an activity that is as vital 
to maritime safety and crew safety as it is despised by the general public. The Italian yard will be able to 
catch substandard ships that are polluting in the Mediterranean and putting crews at risk. Bankrupt 
cruise ships should no longer leave Genoa to be scrapped in Aliaga, like the Pacific Princess, shortened 
to Acif, whose demolition caused the death of two Turkish workers (see "Ship-breaking kills in Turkey", 
August 12, 2013). 
 

 

https://robindesbois.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/shipbreaking26.pdf
https://robindesbois.org/en/les-chantiers-turcs-tuent/
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Endgame for the Jesslyn Natuna 
 

The Palau-flagged Cherish was beached for demolition at Gadani (Pakistan) on April 30, 2021. 
  

  
The Cherish, April 2021, Gadani. © Gadani Ship Breaking Yard 

 

It is in fact the latest reincarnation of the Jesslyn Natuna, an old Indonesian FSO unit (Floating Storage 
and Offloading) which, for a year, had been looking for a shipbreaking yard tolerant with regard waste or 
rumours of waste. In spring 2020, the NGO Indonesian Environmental Care Committee filed a complaint 
about an  illegal export of waste: the FSO was suspected of being contaminated with operational 
residues and oil sludge with an exceptional mercury compound content said to be up to 350mg/kg 
according to NGOs. 
 

Cherish (ex-Radiant, ex-J.Nat, ex-Jesslyn Natuna, ex-Niria, ex-Nicopolis). IMO 8100909. Ex oil tanker 
converted to a floating storage unit in 2013. Length 228 m, 12,157 t. Deflagged from Indonesia to Palau for 
her last voyage. Classification society unknown. Built in 1983 in Aioi (Japan) by Ishikawajima-Harima. 

 

April 2020. Under tow and shortened to J. Nat, she was refused entry in Bangladesh and had to return to 
Singapore. (See "Shipbreaking" n°60, p. 6, "The one that escaped scrapping".)  

 
J. Nat. © Mumbai Mirror 

 

September 2020, new trial. The J. Nat ex-Jesslyn Natuna has been renamed Radiant. She leaves 
Singapore, still under tow, and arrived in early November off Mumbai (India). The Indian authorities have 
identified her clearly and do not authorise her to be scrapped by the Alang shipyards (see "Shipbreaking" 
n°61, p. 11, "A second trial for the Jesslyn Natuna"). 
 
April 2021. The Cherish, the new name painted on the hull of the ex-Radiant, ex-J. Nat, ex-Jesslyn 
Natuna, is beached unhindered in Gadani, although Interpol had alerted the Pakistani authorities about 
the possible presence on board of hazardous materials. Workers begin to cut away her bow. 20 days 
later, sludge samples are taken for analysis, and the activities of the yard are temporarily suspended 
pending the results. A few days later, the findings of the official inquiry are unequivocal: "the claim is 

https://www.robindesbois.org/wp-content/uploads/a_la_casse_60.pdf
https://www.robindesbois.org/wp-content/uploads/shipbreaking61.pdf
https://www.robindesbois.org/wp-content/uploads/shipbreaking61.pdf


endgame for the Jesslyn Natuna 
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presumably untrue: the hull of the ship is crystal clear, and the rusted walls suggest that it did not have 
oil for a couple of years ". 

 
Cherish, ex-Jesslyn Natuna. Screenshot South China Morning Post 

 

Pakistan specialises in the demolition of serious burn and plague ships. Before the Cherish, the Gadani 
beaches received the oil tanker Sam, ex-Samho Crown in November 2020, which suffered an explosion 
at sea and a fire. They are also taking delivery of the oil tanker New Diamond which was ravaged by a 
fire in September 2020 off Sri Lanka. The New Diamond was sold as is in Sharjah (United Arab 
Emirates) for 560 US$ per tonne, i.e. nearly 22 millions.  

  
November 2020, Sam. © Gadani Ship Breaking Yard July 2021, the New Diamond. © Splash 24/7 

 

 
The burned-out ones, the old-fashioned floating storage units are bad wrecks for workers. Describing as 
"crystal" these dioxin deposits, toxic dust catchers, sludge wallows and deadly gas hiding places is 
almost like endangering the lives of others. The 26 victims of the tanker Aces in November 2016 died in 
vain (See "Shipbreaking" n°46, p. 6-7). 
 
 

https://robindesbois.org/wp-content/uploads/shipbreaking46.pdf
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Overview of the second quarter, April-May-June 2021 

 
204 vessels to be scrapped, 1,4 million tons. More vessels (+14%) but smaller, tonnage is down by 

16%, back to the average level of the 2020 quarters. The 3rd wave of Covid-19 has struck, especially in 

India, where yards, running out of oxygen directed to hospitals rather than to blow torches, remained 

closed for several weeks.  

 

In terms of tonnage, Bangladesh is back on pole postion (41%) ahead of Pakistan (22%). India falls to 

3rd place with only 12% of the tonnage to be scrapped, hardly ahead of Turkey (10%).  

 
tonnage recycled ships 
1 Bangladesh, 594,000 t (41%) 
2 Pakistan, 317,000 t (22%) 
3, Inde 179,000 t (12%) 
4 Turquie, 149,000 t (10%) 

1 Bangladesh, 64 (31%) 
2 Inde, 46 (23%) 
3 Pakistan, 41 (20%)  
4 Turquie, 24 (12%) 

 
Tankers or almost nothing. The share of oil, chemical and gas tankers continues to rise. It now reaches 

62% of the tonnage to be scrapped, a further increase of 11% compared to the previous quarter. Their 

overwhelming majority leaves the other categories with crumbs.  

  
tonnage recycled ships 
1 : tanker, 894,000 t (62%) 
2 : bulker, 126,000 t (9%) 
3 : offshore service vessel, 49,000 t (3%)  
4 : ferry, 45,000 t (3%) 
5 : general cargo carrier, 39,000 t (3%) 

1 : tanker, 97 (48%) 
2 : offshore service vessel, 31 (15%) 
3 : general cargo carrier, 19 (9%) 
4 : reefer, 11 (5%) 
5 : bulker, 9 (4%) 

 
Prices per ton continue to rise. In the Indian subcontinent, they are close to 600 US$ per ton, while in 
Turkey they are now stable at around 300 US$per ton. A year ago, they were 300 US$ in the Indian sub-
continent and in Turkey US$ 175. Prices per ton for chemical tankers and their stainless steel tanks 
reach up to US$ 875. As an example of the escalation of purchase prices by scrapyards, the oil tanker 
Cavalier sold for demolition at 370 US$ per ton in February 2020 the COVID pandemic prevented her to 
reach the yards. She was sold again in May 2021 at 570 US$ per ton. 
 

 
 

180 ships were scrapped in the Indian sub-continent, China and Turkey, that is 92% of the global 

tonnage, 82% of which in the sole Indian sub-continent.  

 

149 ships (73%) were delivered a seaworthiness certificate issued by a member of the IACS 

(International Association of Classification Societies) prior to demolition. 

 

100 vessels (49%) were detained prior to scrapping. The Olympic podium of substandard vessels 

distinguishes the Togolese flag, with the gold medallists (11 detentions each) Safi (p. 24) and Siham 1 

(p. 24) and the bronze medallist Youssef M (10 detentions, p. 25), along wtih the Panamanian flag and 

its reefer Island Reefer (p. 31), ex aequo with Youssef M.  



overview of the second quarter, from April 1 to June 30, 2021 
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85 vessels (42%) were built in the European Union, Norway and the United Kingdom. 

 

63 vessels were deflagged. 31% of the vessels to be scrapped were flying a funeral flag. Saint Kitts and 

Nevis (25) was ahead of Palau (12) and Comoros (7).  

 

54 years old. This is the age of the veteran of the selection, the tanker Theodoros built in La Rochelle 

(France) as the wine tanker Aragon (p. 51), discarded in Genoa since 2006, to be broken up by the 

Genoa yard San Giorgio del Porto (see p. 5), an EU-approved facility. Seven other 50-year-old ships are 

doomed to the blowtorches, including the 52-year-old reefer Antigone Z, discarded in Brest (p. 9), the 51-

year-old livestock carrier Kenoz (p. 11), the 51-year-old Canadian ferry Apollo (p. 12) and the 50-year-

old trawler Dong Won 701, scuttled in New Zealand (p. 74). 

   
Aragon, arriving at La Spezia (Italy), September 2, 

1993. © Carlo Martinelli 

Theodoros, discarded along the breakwater, port 
of Genoa, October 12, 2016. © Pascal Bredel 

 
31 years old. This is the average age of all categories. 
 
12 years old. This is the age of the youngest ones. Three of them are offshore service vessels hit by the 
oil crisis and scrapped in Alang, the Pelafigue Tide, Reg McNee Tide and Tommy Sheridan Tide. The 
chemical tanker Gagasan Johor and the car carrier Sincerity Ace, also 12 years of age, which suffered 
respectively a collision (p. 55) and a fire (p. 35), were beached in Bangladesh.  
 
48 vessels (24%) belonged to shipowners established in the European Union or the European 
Economic Area. Twenty-five of them were broken up in yards located on the Indian subcontinent, 12 in 
European yards (including 4 vessels abandoned by European shipowners in European ports) and 11 in 
Turkish yards. 
 
28 km is the length of the convoy of to be scrapped vessels. 
135 vessels (66%) are less than 150 m long, 39 between 150 and 200 m and 30 over 200 m, including 5 
VLCCs or FSOs and 1 VLOC over 300 m.  
 
The heaviest is the VLCC EM Vitality beached at Chattogram (p. 41). Her sale brought in more than US$ 
24 million for the shipowner and the middlemen 

 
EM Vitality, 340 m, 48,087 t. beached in Chattogram (Bangladesh). Scrap value 24 million US$. © MD Rubal 



overview of the second quarter, from April 1 to June 30, 2021 
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16 times in this issue, the British Virgin Islands are mentioned. Road Town, the capital of this 151 km2 
archipelago, is a major player on the global shipbreaking market scene. While there is much room for 
improvement in the management of hazardous waste abandoned in end-of-life ships, the management 
of the financial products from this industry should also be improved. 
 
The fact that the last owner of the ro ro Shun Fa is Yong Hong Co Ltd, a subsidiary created from scratch 
and entrusted to the good care of the Hong Kong-based Xin Hong Trading and Industry Co Ltd with a 
legal and banking domicile in the British Virgin Islands, means that some or all of the 3 million US$ from 
the sale to a Bangladeshi scrapyard will transit through the Caribbean. 
 
The fact that the last owner of the car carrier Sincerity Ace is Falcon United Ltd, a subsidiary created 
from scratch and entrusted to the good care of the Indian-based Machtrans Management with a legal 
and banking domicile in the British Virgin Islands, means that some or all of the 5.25 million US$ from 
the sale will transit through the Caribbean. 
 
This capital, which is fleeing to the Caribbean, would certainly be very helpful for improving the 
accommodation and working conditions of the workers on site. 
 
The enthusiasm for the British Virgin Islands of the last owners of ships can be explained by the total 
exemption from taxes, by the archipelago's trumpeted and claimed ability to attract profits from all over 
the world, by the shield of anonymity, by the possibility of transferring and repatriating assets without 
having to pay fees and by the fact that the official currency of this British overseas territory is the US 
dollar. All the advantages of this paradise made of beaches and banks are rolled out. The international 
and intercontinental transactions are carried out with linguistic fluidity. English is the official language and 
the translation costs are minimised. No law is adapted or modified without consultation with the banking 
sector. Finally, the government is boasting the sovereignty of a territory that is not accountable to any 
State in the world. Thanks to its historical financial opulence, the archipelago has no foreign debts and 
does not have to be afraid of pressure from any creditor State. In short, the sky is blue despite some 
cumulonimbus clouds from France and the European Union and competition from the United Arab 
Emirates. The British Virgin Islands have everything to attract the profits of a shameless and borderless 
industry for a while. 

 

 



livestock carrier 
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Livestock carrier 
Albaraka 5 (ex-Cervantes). IMO 7800681. Ex Ro Ro converted in 2009 at the age of 25. Length 141 m, 
7,000 t. Deflagged from Sierra Leone to St. Kitts and Nevis for her last voyage shortened to Baraka 5. 
Classification society Dromon Bureau of Shipping. Built in 1984 in San Fernando (Spain) by Bazan. 
Acquired in April 2021 by Algarhoud General Trading registered in the United Arab Emirates care of 
Prayati Shipping Pvt Ltd (India). Sold for demolition in Pakistan. 

  
Cervantes, Le Havre (France), December 1992. 

© Pascal Bredel 

Al Baraka 5, Jeddah, (Saudi Arabia),  
May 1, 2018. © Ivan Meshkov 

 
Kenoz (ex-Corriedale Express, ex-Hoegh Pride). IMO 7022356. Ex-general cargo carrier converted in 
1982 at the age of 12. Length 183 m, 10,600 t. Deflagged from Panama to Palau for her last voyage 
shortened to Enoz. Classification society International Register of Shipping. Built in 1970 in Turku 
(Finland) by Wartsila; lengthened in 1976 from 157 to 183 m. 51 years old. Owned by Mavar Shipping 
Corp SA registered in Panama care of Hijazi & Ghosheh Co (Jordan). 3 detentions: in 2004 in Fremantle 
(Australia) and Singapore and in 2016 in Cartagena (Spain).  

 
As the general cargo carrier Hoegh Pride. 

© Arne Luetkenhorst 

 
As the livestock carrier Kenoz, January 2018, 
Las Palmas (Canary Islands, Spain). © Alan 

Soutar 
 

The Kenoz was included in the EU-approved fleet of substandard livestock carriers (cf. the report 
published by Robin des Bois "78 EU-approved livestock carriers"). Acquired by British Virgin Islands-
registered South Coast Ltd for demolition in Bangladesh.  490 US$ per ton. 

 

 

 
Enoz, Chattogram, July 2021.  

© Asif Evne 

https://robindesbois.org/wp-content/uploads/78_EU_livestock_carriers_June_2021_RobindesBois_AWF_TSB-1.pdf
https://robindesbois.org/wp-content/uploads/78_EU_livestock_carriers_June_2021_RobindesBois_AWF_TSB-1.pdf
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Ferry 
 
Apollo (ex-Corbiere, ex-Linda, ex-Corbiere, ex-Benodet, ex-Gelting Nord, ex-Olau Kent, ex-Apollo). IMO 
7006314. Length 109 m. Canadian flag. Classification society Bureau Veritas. Built in 1970 in Papenburg 
(Germany) by Jos.L.Meyer.  

 
Apollo, in Stockholm (Sweden), 19 March 1971. © Foto Christer Samuelsson. 

 
The ferry Apollo had a thousand lives. She spent the first part of her career in Northern Europe as 

Apollo. She was then operated in the Baltic Sea by the Finnish shipowner Viking Lines on various 

services between Finnish and Swedish ports. Sold in 1976 to the Danish company Olau Lines, she 

became the Olau Kent operated on the Sheerness (United Kingdom) / Vlissingen (Netherlands) service. 

After Olau Lines went bankrupt, she passed from hand to hand, including in 1980 Nordisk Faergefart 

(Denmark). From 1984 onward, she was chartered by several companies which operated in the 

Channel: Brittany Ferries on its Plymouth-Roscoff route which renamed her Benodet, then Channel 

Island Ferries and British Channel Islands Ferries as Corbiere between Portsmouth and the Channel 

Islands and finally Truckline Ferries as a freight ferry between Poole and Cherbourg.  

 

 
Olau Kent. Collection Andreas Wörteler 

 
Gelting Nord. Collection Micke Asklander 

 
Benodet. Collection Andreas Wörteler 

 
Corbière. Collection Jan Vinther Christensen 

 
She was again sold in 1991, she returned to the Baltic Sea first still as Corbiere, then Linda I and finally 

recovered her initial name Apollo in 1995. Shipowners and charterers followed one another. 



ferry 
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Corbière. © Marko Hänninen 

 
Apollo. © Andreas Spörri 

 
In 2000, the 30 year-old Apollo left for Canada. She has just been acquired by Labrador Marine Inc., a 

subsidiary of the Woodward Group (Canada), which has operated her her until 2018 between St. Barbe 

(Newfoundland) and Blanc-Sablon (Labrador). 

 
Apollo, in Blanc Sablon, May 25, 2017. © Scott C 

 
In January 2019, Société des Traversiers du Québec (STQ) needed a vessel to replace the F.A. 

Gauthier, usually connecting Matane on the southern shore of the St. Lawrence estuary to Godbout and 

Baie-Comeau on the northern shore. The F.A. Gauthier, a LNG-powered ferry, has been suffering 

repeated engine failures since she was commissioned and had to be withdrawn from service for long 

term repair works. The STQ then bought the 49-year-old Apollo for 2.1 million Canadian dollars. The 

emergency purchase of the reservist turned out disastrous. The CEO of the STQ would later admit that 

the vessel was purchased in good faith and without inspection. The Apollo was indeed in bad condition, 

not to say dilapidated. The necessary repairs increased the cost of the investment to 3.5 million dollars. 

The old ferry suffered mobility problems. She allided with the wharf at Godbout in February 2019, then at 

Matane in March. The Transportation Safety Board reported watertight issues, structural deformations 

and defective electrical systems. Faced with the prospect of additional costs, the STQ threw in the towel. 

The Apollo was withdrawn from service on March 19 and moored in Quebec City at the STQ's garage 

dock while awaiting a decision on her fate. 

  
After her allision in Godbout.  

© Le Journal du Québec 
Service area of the Apollo in Canada 



ferry 
 

 
Robin des Bois - 14 - Shipbreaking # 63 ï August 2021 

In September 2019, the mayor of Godbout announced that the Apollo would be sunk in the St. Lawrence 
estuary to become an artificial reef. This business and tourism project with alleged environmental and 
educational objectives was developped by the non-profit Société Apollo, purposely established and 
headed by the mayor himself. Société Apollo bought the ferry for the symbolic price of one dollar and 
obtained from the STQ the payment of 2 million dollars to carry out clean-up works prior scuttling. For 
the STQ, the amount is equivalent to what it would have had to pay to have the Apollo broken up in a 
yard. In 2017, the Camille-Marcoux, predecessor of the F.A. Gautier, was recycled by Marine Recycling 
Corp of Port-Colborne on Lake Erie at the cost of 2,3 million dollars. 

 
Godbout © Tourisme Côte Nord 

 

Société Apollo planned to scuttle the ship in September 2020 off Godbout. At the end of April 2020, the 

company announced that the project had been postponed to 2021: the Covid crisis was delaying clean 

up works and the authorizations from the various Quebec and federal ministries had not yet been 

obtained. The Covid crisis is a good excuse, the extent of the preparatory works has obviously been 

underestimated. Current standards require hydrocarbons, oils and coolant fluids to be removed and 

equipment likely to contain them, including engines, to be steam cleaned. Société Apollo initially planned 

to sink the ferry with her asbestos contaminated materials. Regulations prohibiting asbestos and 

asbestos containing materials came into force in Canada on December  30, 2018. During scuttling and 

immersion, asbestos is likely to be released under the pressure of water and explosives. Accordingly, 

asbestos boards must be removed according to a strict protocol. After the asbestos removal, plastic 

sheathing and copper wiring will also have to be removed. As of October 2020, one year after the project 

was launched, only two of the nine decks have been treated, $1.7 million has been spent, at least 6 

would be needed in total. New turn of events, Société Apollo was running out of funding and gave up on 

its reef. The ferry was sold again for a symbolic dollar to Dalhousie Marine Recyclers, a New Brunswick 

scrap dealer. Société Apollo agreed to use what remained of the STQ contribution to pay the cost of the 

tow from Quebec City to Dalhousie. 
 

The end of the ordeal? Too easy. In Dalhousie, the municipality opposed the demolition of the asbestos-

plagued vessel. Dalhousie Marine Recyclers passed the buck to a certain company, Travmer. In April 

2021, the Apollo was still in Quebec City. The president of Travmer, René Renault, conceded that the 

ship would probably not be demolished in Canada. 

 
Apollo. © La Presse canadienne 

 

On June 27, the Panamanian-flagged tug Mirjana K (IMO 7420742) arrived in Quebec City. The website 

of the port of Quebec announces the departure of the convoy for July 29 at 12:01.  Both ships finally left 

on August 2. Towards Aliaga. 
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Duba Bridge (ex-Bridge, ex-Mercedes Del Mar, ex-Blue Bridge, ex-Ionian Bridge, ex-Bass Trader). Ex 
roulier converted in 1997. IMO 7356252. Length 142 m, 7,455 t. Deflagged from Cyprus to St. Kitts and 
Nevis for her last voyage shortened to Bridge according to the Equasis database or Duba according to 
her AIS (Automatic Identification System). Classification society Registro Italiano Navale. Built in 1976 in 
Dyke End (Australia) by New South Wales Govt Dockyard. Owned by Cyprus-registered Costavia 
Shipping Co Ltd care of European Sealines SA (Greece). 3 detentions: in 2000 in Brindisi (Italy),  in 2013 
in Iskenderun (Turkey) and in 2017 in Brindisi again. Sold for demolition in India. 

  
August 18, 2007, Mercedes del Mar in Valencia (Spain) 

© Manuel Hernandez Lafuente 
Bridge, February 3, 2014  

© Kostas Karafotis 

 
Hanil Goldstella (ex-Hanil Carferry No. 2, ex-Ferry Settsu). IMO 9117351. Length 189 m, 10,560 t. 
Deflagged from South Korea to  Comoros for her last voyage shortened to Stella 1. Classification society 
Korean Register of Shipping. Former Japanese ferry built in 1995 in Kawajiri (Japan) by Kanda 
Zosensho for Hankyu Ferry KK that was transporting passengers, vehicles and freight between Kansai 
area (Kobe and Osaka) and Kyushu island, the southernmost of the four main islands of the archipelago. 
Ferry Settsu could transport 810 passengers and 77 vehicles. She was sold in 2015 to Hanil Express Co 
Ltd established in South Korea. In 2021 she was acquired by Liberian-registered Nora Seaway Ltd prior 
to her departure for demolition in Bangladesh. Ferry Settsu was a sistership of the ex-Ferry Suou which 
became the South Korean-flagged Santa Lucino and was scrapped in Bangladesh in February 2021 (cf. 
"Shipbreaking" # 62, p. 27).  

  
The Japanese Ferry Settsu, port of Kobe,  

October 8, 2012. © Miwa 

The South Korean-flagged Hanil Goldstella,  
August 29, 2020. © Vladimir Tonic 

 
Lady Caroline (ex-Med Dream, ex-Just Mariam, ex-Uthlande). IMO 7909619. 40 ans. Length 68 m. 
Syrian flag. Unknown classification society. Built in 1980 in Husum (Germany) by Husumer. Lengthened 
in 1986 from 58 to 67 m. Owned by Faros Shipping Co Sarl (Lebanon).  

 
Just Mariam at Le Havre (France), February 2014.  

© Pascal Bredel 

 
Med Dream, Beirut (Lebanon), September 2014.  

© Samer Fayoumi 

https://robindesbois.org/wp-content/uploads/shipbreaking62.pdf
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The Lady Caroline was one of the 106 substandard ships listed by Robin des Bois in May 2020 (cf. 
"Shipbreaking" # 59, p. 30). On February 17, 2014, the Just Mariam had been controlled by the French 
Customs in Le Havre anchorage area while she was on her way to Tripoli (Lebanon) after a 34 year-long 
career in Northern Europe. At the time, the ship had just been acquired by Faros Shipping also owner of 
the Just Mariiam (with 2 « i ») in casualty off Brittany a weak earlier on February 11, 2014 and arrested 
for drug trafficking in June 2014. The Just Mariam renamed Med Dream was detained in 2014 in Mersin 
(Turkey) then in 2015 in Tasucu (Turkey). In May 2019, the International Labour Organization was 
informed of the abandonment of the ship and her crew in Latakia, Syria. The crew of 13 Egyptian, 
Syrian, Lebanese and Indian nationals claimed for 9-month unpaid wages, lacked provisions and got 
supplies from seamenôs association. The shipowner ignored all calls for negotiation. The ITF covered the 
costs for the repatriation of the crew and support the seamenôs claim for their owed wages.  
In May 2021, the Lady Caroline was at last beached in Aliaga scrapyards.  

 
Aliaga, May 2021. © Selim San 

 
Prince (ex-Wind Ambition, ex-Cesme, ex-King of Scandinavia, ex-Venus, ex-Scandinavica, ex-Tarak L, 
ex-Scandinavica, ex-Stena Scandinavica, ex- Prinsessan Birgitta). IMO 7347548. Length 152 m. Cyprus 
flag. Classification society Polish Register of Shipping since August 2020. Built in 1974 in Turku 
(Finland) by Wartsila for a consortium of Nordic shipowners, she was initially operated on the service 
between Göteborg (Sweden) and Frederikshavn (Denmark).  

 
Prinsessan Birgitta. © Simplon postcard 

 
After her shipowner was acquired by Stena Lines, she was moved on the Göteborg to Travemünde and 
Kiel (Germany) routes and was renamed Stena Scandinavica in 1982. In 1987 she was chartered by 
Compagnie Tunisienne de Navigation (COTUNAV) for its Tunis-Genoa service, then in 1988 by Sealink 
British Ferries on the Dover/Calais and Dover-Zeebruge service as Scandinavica. In 1989  she was 
again chartered by COTUNAV and renamed Tarik L. In the 90s, she was sold a number of times and 
passed under control of the Norwegian shipowners Norway Line and Color Line and finally of the Danish 

https://robindesbois.org/wp-content/uploads/shipbreaking59.pdf
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DFDS. She was renamed Venus then King of Scandinavia. She often left Northern Europe in the 
summer months to be chartered by COTUNAV. In 2002, she was acquired by the Turkish shipowner 
Reca Marmara Lines and operated as Cesme between Cesme, Turkey and Brindisi and Ancona, Italy. 

  
Stena Scandinavica, Gºteborg (Sweden). 

© Rickard Sahlsten - Scan- Fakta om Fartyg. 
August 19, 2001, the King of Scandinavia departing 

Marseille, chartered by COTUNAV. © Malcolm Cranfield 

 
She was converted in 2010 and operated by her new Dutch owner C-BED II BV as an accomodation 
ship in the offshore wind farms in the Irish Sea as Wind Ambition.  

 
Wind Ambition, January 2011. © Andrej Lickevic 

 
Since she was acquired by A-Ships Management SA (Greece) in 2018, she had resumed ferry 
operations between Brindisi (Italy) and Igoumenitsa (Greece). She suffered regular power failure 
considered as grounds for detentions in 2019 in Igoumenitsa the in Brindisi. Sold for demolition in India. 
Her official status is still in service but she has just been deflagged to Comoros and left Greece for a 
long-distance voyage fictitiously towards Colombo (Sri Lanka). 

  
Prince, May 13, 2018, at Salamina yard (Greece) 
after purchase by her Greek owner. © Marc Ottini 

Prince, Katakolon (Greece), June 2021.  
© Hartmut Knape 
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Samsun. IMO 7615684. Length 128 m, 6,169 t. Turkish flag. Classification society Registro Italiano 
Navale. Built in 1985 in Szczecin (Poland) by A.Warskiego Szczecinska. Owned by Denizciler Turizm 
Denizcilik (Turkey). Detained in 2013 in Port-Blair (Andaman Islands, India). Sold for demolition in 
Turkey.  

  
Samsun, berthed in Haydarpasa (Turkey), May 23, 2011.  

© Marc Ottini 
Samsun, Aliaga. © Selim San 

 
St Pope John Paul II (ex-Superferry 12, ex-New Miyako). IMO 8217051. Length 173 m, 9,301 t. 
Deflagged from Philippines to Comoros for her last voyage shortened to St John. Classification society 
Korean Register of Shipping. Former Japanese ferry built in 1984 in Kawajiri (Japan) by Kanda 
Zosensho for Hankyu Ferry KK. The New Miyako was commissioned on the Osaka / KitakyȊshȊ route. 
She could transport 711 passengers and 75 vehicles (about the Hankyu Ferry ships, See also p. 15 in 
this ferry chapter, the section on Hanil Goldstella).  

 
New Miyako. © Hankyu Ferry 

 

The New Miyako was sold in 1996 when Hankyu Ferry reorganized its services and reduced the number 
of departures from Osaka. The 12-year-old ferry was sold for further service in the Philippines to William, 
Gothong & Aboitiz (WG&A). In 2012, WG&A was acquired by another Filipino company, Negros 
Navigation, becoming, after merging, 2GO, the biggest ferry operator in the archipelago. Sold as is in 
Manila (Philippines) to Liberian-registered Nora Seaway Ltd for demolition in Bangladesh. 

  
Superferry 12, Manila, 2009; 

© Mcgutib 

St Pope John Paul II, Manila,  
July 2018. © Capt Turboboss 
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Cruise ship 
 
Boudicca (ex-Grand Latino, ex-Superstar Capricorn, ex-Hyundai Kumgang, ex-Superstar Capricorn, ex-
Golden Princess, ex-Sunward, ex-Birka Queen, ex-Sunward, ex-Royal Viking Sky). IMO 7218395. 
Length 178 m, 14,300 t. Bahamian flag. Classification society Det Norske Veritas. Built in 1973 in 
Helsinki (Finland) by Wartsila. Owned by Fred Olsen Windcarrier AS (Norway). Detained in 2003 in 
Pyeongtaek (South Korea).  

 
Boudicca, downstream the Seine River (France), December 19, 2012. © Pascal Bredel 

 
In the summer of 2020, the Norwegian shipowner Fred Olsen announced the sale of its two historic 
liners Boudicca and Black Watch and tried to reassure fans. The two ships would not be scrapped but 
would serve as accommodation vessels. After an online farewell, the two sisterships left Rosyth on the 
Scottish coast in September and October 2020 and headed for Tuzla shipyard, Turkey, where they were 
to be converted to their new purpose. Robin des Bois had serious doubts about the project. On May 17, 
2021, the Boudicca was beached in Aliaga scrapyard nicknamed Edi. 
 
See ñShipbreakingò # 61, p. 6-7 about the career of the Boudicca, named after the Celtic queen. Her 
sisterships should not survive long after her. The youngest sibling, the Albatros, supposed to become a 
floating hotel in the Red Sea actually became the Gabonese-flagged Tros heading towards Alang. The 
only one left is the Black Watch, still spotted at Tuzla, probably waiting for a vacancy in Aliaga. 

  
October 6, 2016, calling at Lorient (France).  

© Marc Ottini 

May 2021, Edi, Aliaga scrapyard.  
© Selim San 

 
Fuji Maru (ex-Fuji, ex-Mira 1, ex-Fuji Maru). IMO 8700474. Length 167 m, 10,079 t. Japanese flag. 
Classification society Nippon Kaiji Kyokai. Built in 1989 in Kobe (Japan) by Mitsubishi. In December 
2013, the liner Fuji Maru was acquired by Panama-registered Mira Cruises which planned to operate her 
as an "elderly aid vessel". But as safety standards in Asian waters were tightened after the sinking of the 
ferry Sewol in South Korea (16 April 16, 2014), Mira Cruises abandoned its project. The ex liner was sold 
several times but did not resumed service. She remained docked at Mitsui yard near Wakayama, on 

http://www.robindesbois.org/wp-content/uploads/shipbreaking61.pdf
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south Honshu Island. Her last known owner was a local leisure company. The destination of demoliton is 
to date unknown but the price of 443 US$ per ton matches with Indian subcontinent yards. 

 
Calling at Tateyama (Japan), June 6, 2013. © Nana/MarineTraffic 

 

Leisure World (ex-Continental World, ex-Fantasy World, ex-Asean World, ex-Shangri-La World, ex- 
Skyward). IMO 6921828. Length 160 m. Panamanian flag. Classification society Registro Italiano 
Navale. Built in 1969 in Bremerhaven (Germany) by Weser Seebeck as Skyward. The Skyward and her 
sistership Starward (scrapped in Alang in 2018 as Aegean Queen, cf. ñShipbreakingò # 52, p. 17-18) 
were the first two ships specifically built for the Norwegian Cruise Line (NCL) newly established in Miami 
(Florida, USA). The Skyward has been sailing for the US company until 1991.  

 
May 19, 1982, the Skyward at Dodge Island, Miami (Florida, USA). © simonwp 

 
In the 90s, she was sold to several shipowners that kept operatiing her as a classic cruise ship. In 2000, 
she was acquired by New Century Cruise Line (Singapore) and became a floating casino operated 
between Singapore and Malaysia. Detained in 2015 in Singapore. Since the burst of Covid-19, she was 
laid up in Penang (Malaysia), Sold to Indian-based NKD Maritime basé in India prior to her departure for 
demolition in Alang shortened to Leisure. 820,000 US$. 

 
July 18, 2021, Leisure World in Alang © Al-hamd Marine 

 

https://robindesbois.org/wp-content/uploads/shipbreaking52.pdf
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General cargo carrier 

 
General cargo carriers, or multipurpose freighter, transport products or waste in bags, crates, drums, 
cardboard boxes usually palletized or bare loads, rolling crafts and logs. Some can also transport 
containers as additional cargoes.  

 
Abi (ex-Solid Gold, ex-Dang Melati, ex-Eastern Muse, ex-Oriente Reina). IMO 8324995. Length 109 m, 
2,147 t. Comoros flag. Classification society Veritas Register of Shipping. Built in 1984 in Busan (South 
Korea) by Dae Sun SB & E Co. Owned by Cedar Marine Services (Lebanon). Sold for demolition in 
Pakistan.  

 
Solid Gold, July 2014, Manila (Philippines).  

© Capt Turboboss 

 
Abi landing in Gadani with very heavy fuel, May 2021,  

plot 84. © Gadani Ship Breaking Yard  

 
Andrey Artemenko (ex-Slavutich 8). IMO 8849593. 
Length 109 m, 1,016 t. Deflagged from Russia to 
Mongolia for her last voyage. Classification society 
Russian Maritime Register of Shipping then Cosmos 
Marine Bureau Inc for her last voyage. Built in 1987 
in Kiev (Ukraine) by Kiyevskiy SSZ. One of the 18 
Slavutich-type ships (design D-080 M) built between 
1982 and 1992 by the Ukrainian yard. Slavutich-8 
was used, among other traffics, to carry stones for 
the construction of protective dykes in the Venice 
lagoon.  

      Slavutich-8, November 2009, Croatia. © Goran Kompara 
 

She was upgraded in 2012 by Sevastopol yard and renamed Andrey Artemenko. Owned by Coal Sea 
Port of Shakhtersk LLC (Russia). Detained in 2006 in Pula (Croatia). Her latest homeport was Korsakov, 
Sakhalin Oblast, in the Russian Far East. Sold for demolition in Bangladesh. 550 US$ per ton. 

  
Andrey Artemenko, looking brand new, leaving 

Sevastopol shipyard in 2012. © eFFect/Fleetphoto.ru 
At Sakhalin (Russia) October 2017. 

© East Mining Company 
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AT Bright Star (ex-Toyo Maru, ex-Ace Star, ex-Vimaru 
Star, ex-Ivory Bay). IMO 9009097. Length 98 m, 2,200 
t. Palau flag. Classification society International 
Register of Shipping. Built in 1990 in Imabari (Japan) 
by Higaki. Owned by St. Kitts and Nevis-registered 
East Bridge Maritime Inc. 4 detentions: in 2001 in 
Yokohama (Japan), in 2003 in Hong Kong (China), in 
2015 in Pyeongtaek (South Korea) and in 2016 in 
Kawasaki (Japan). Sold for demolition in Pakistan. 

 
AT Bright Star beached in Gadani, plot 132, April 2021 

 © Gadani Ship Breaking Yard 
 
 
 
 

Captain Hamada (ex-Sea Wind, ex-Boe Sea, ex-Zultan, 
ex-Multimax Cadiz, ex-Zilina, ex-Vltava). IMO 8602361 
Length 119 m, 3,318 t. Tanzanian flag. Classification 
society Bureau Veritas. Built in 1988 in Tianjin (China) 
by Tianjin Xingang. Owned by Intertek Maritime Middle 
East (United Arab Emirates). Detained in 2019 in 
Bandar Khomeini (Iran). Sold for demolition in Pakistan. 
480 US$ per ton.  
 
 
Captain Hamada beached in Gadani, plot 69, June 2021  
© Gadani Ship Breaking Yard 
 
 
 

Daejoo Arirang (ex-Chu He). IMO 9165891. Length 100 m, 2,491 t. Deflagged from South Korea to  
Belize for her last voyage shortened to Arirang. Classification society Korean Register of Shipping. Built 
in 1997 in Wuhan (China) by Qingshan. Owned by Panama-registered Orient Star Lingyun SA care of 
Marukichi Commerce Co Ltd (Japan). Sold for demolition in Bangladesh. 
 
Elena (ex-Victor Express, ex-Meratus Palu, ex-M-Spirit, ex-K-Spirit, ex-CMA CGM Grenadines, ex-
Leguan). IMO 9196668. Length 101 m, 2,957 t. Sierra Leone flag. Unknown classification society. Built in 
1999 in Wenzhou (China) by Wenzhou Xinhua. Owned by Forward Marine Ltd (Hong Kong, China). She 
left Ningde (China), and was beached in Chattogram on June 26. 

  
CMA CGM Grenadines, arrival at Fort de France 

(Martinique, France), April 12, 2007. © Yvon Perchoc 
Elena in Kaohsiung (Taiwan), without her loading 

cranes, March 3, 2020. © Ya Ray Yang 
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Ever Profit (ex-Li Fung, ex-Uniwin, ex-S Thai, ex-Bright Winner, ex-Apollo Lima). IMO 9107241. Length 
101 m, 2,633 t. Sierra Leone flag. Classification society Korean Register of Shipping. Built in 1994 in 
Akitsu (Japan) by Shin Kurushima. Owned by Success Wide Shipping Ltd (Hong Kong, China). Detained 
in 2018 in Caofeidian (China) and in 2020 in Ho Chi Minh City (Vietnam). Sold for demolition in 
Bangladesh. 
 
Golden Eagle (ex-Black Eagle, ex-C. Turgay Kalkavan, ex-Eser Kaptanoglu, ex-Turgut Reis). IMO 
8129498. Length 110 m, 2,750 t. Palau flag. Classification society International Register of Shipping. 
Built in 1985 in Yarimca (Turkey) by Marmara Transport Shipbuilding & Construction. Owned by Marshall 
Islands-registered Mir Shipping. 9 detentions: in 2000 and 2001 in Sevilla (Spain), in 2006 in Casablanca 
(Morocco), in 2008 in Novorossiysk (Russia), in 2009 in Monfalcone (Italy), in 2010 in Salerno (Italy), in 
2012 in Monfalcone again and in 2018 and 2019 in Novorossiysk again. Sold for demolition in Pakistan. 
 
Hajeh Hasen (ex-Eline, ex-HMS Navigator, ex-HMS Goodwill, ex-Commodore Goodwill, ex-Akak Cedar). 
IMO 8414661. Length 97 m, 3,605 t. Togolese flag. Classification society Dromon Bureau of Shipping. 
Built in 1985 in Neuenfelde (Germany) by JJ Sietas Schiffswerft. Owned by Marshall Islands-registered 
Grand Fleet Shipping Co care of Glorious 
Maritime Co SA (Turkey). 5 detentions: in 2000 in 
Lisbon (Portugal), in 2009 in Aliaga (Turkey), in 
2011 in Pula (Croatia), in 2016 in Mersin (Turkey) 
and in 2020 in Rijeka (Croatia). She left Koper 
(Slovenia) on March 18, 2021, she was beached 
in Alang on April 26.  

 
 
 

HMS Goodwill, off Walsoorden (Netherlands),  
August 16, 1997. © Pascal Bredel 

 
 
 
Karl (ex-Baroy, ex-Lena, ex-Nour Han, ex-Katla, ex-Burfell, ex-Hekla, ex-Polstraum, ex-Vela). IMO 
7383114. Palletised cargo ship. Length 76 m. St. Kitts and Nevis flag. Classification society International 
Register of Shipping. Built in 1974 in Fevag (Norway) by Fosen MV. Last known owner since August 
2010 Panama-registered Overseas Association care of Triton Shipping AB (Sweden). 5 detentions: in 
2002 in Tromso (Norway), in 2006 in Immingham and in Grimsby (United Kingdom), in 2009 in Klaipeda 
(Lithuania) and in 2015 in Brest (France). She arrived at Brest to load potatoes, she was detained for 
various infringements to the Maritime Labour Convention, seized for a financial dispute and finally 
abandoned. After over 6 years in Basin n°5, her demolition contract was at last awarded to Navaleo yard 
established in the commercial port of Brest. (See about the Karl, "Shipbreaking" # 39, p 5-6, and in this 
issue p. 3 "Destocking in Brest").  

  
1982, Vela, arriving at Reykjavík (Iceland).  

© Capt. Hilmar Snorrason 
23 February 23, 2015, Karl, arriving at Brest.  

© Erwan Guéguéniat 

 

https://robindesbois.org/wp-content/uploads/shipbreaking39.pdf
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Lev Soldatov (ex-Metis, ex-Byward, ex-Amur-2510, ex-Volgo-Balt 258). IMO 8721363. Length 116 m, 
1,676 t. Mongolian flag. Classification society Ukraine Shipping Register. Built in 1986 in Komarno 
(Slovaquie) by ZTS Yard. Owned by Global Marine Consulting Ltd (Turkey). Detained in 2015 in Trabzon 
(Turkey) and twice in 2017 in Rostov on Don (Russia). After an engine failure in November 2020 in the 
Bosporus, the Lev Soldatov was towed to Tuzla (Turkey) for repair. The cost is too high. In April 2021, 
the ship was sold for demolition and towed to Aliaga. 
 
Neva (ex-Rega, ex-Elm, ex-Hydra, ex-Waalborg, ex-Vera Rambow). IMO 7818389. Length 85 m, 1,455 
t. Vanuatu flag. Classification society Bulgarski Koraben Registar. Built in 1979 in Neuenfelde (Germany) 
by JJ Sietas Schiffswerft. Owned by Marshall Islands-registered Qader Marine Ltd care of Ertug 
Muharrem Erol (Turkey). 4 detentions: in 2002 in Wilhelmshaven (Germany), in 2011 in Batumi 
(Georgia), in 2018 in Rostov on Don (Russia) and in October 2020 in Mersin (Turkey). On September 
25, 2020, she suffered an engine failure and had to drop anchor off Cesme (Turkey). She was towed to 
Mersin for unloading. She was finally beached in Aliaga on April 27, 2021.  
 
Safi (ex-Josefine, ex-Mathilde, ex-Traverway Spirit, ex-Anden, ex-Masa, ex-Tainio, ex-Anna Knuppel). 
IMO 7108899. Length 93 m. Togolese flag. Classification society International Naval Surveys Bureau. 
Built in 1971 in Husum (Germany) by Husumer. Owned by Manessa Maritime SA  enregistré au 
Honduras care of Global Management & Trading Co Ltd (Lebanon). Gold medalist on the substandard 
ship podium with 11 detentions in 1998 in Bremen (Germany), in 1999 in Saint Petersburg (Russia) and 
Harshamm (Sweden), in 2000 in Sundsval (Sweden) and Hull (United Kingdom), in 2004 in Constanta 
(Romania), in 2007 in Volos (Greece), in 2008 in Izmit (Turkey) and  Larnaca ((Cyprus), in 2012 in 
Damiette (Egypt) and in 2013 in Catania (Italy). Banned in March 2013 from Paris MoU ports for failing to 
call at the indicated repair yard. Sold for demolition in Turkey.  
 
Sentinel (ex-Fivi, ex-Mirfak, ex-Bened, ex-Lindewal, ex-Cairnleader). IMO 7405077. Length 79 m. Last 
flag Comoros. Unknown classification society. Built in 1975 in Leer (Germany) by Jansen. Her last 
known shipowner was the Greek company  Sea Lords Maritime Inc. 6 detentions: in 1998 in Thessaloniki 
(Greece), in 1999 in Antwerp (Belgium), in 2002 in Sevilla (Spain) and Genoa (Italy), in 2003 in 
Barcelona (Spain) and Gaeta (Italy). On January 22, 2004, the Sentinel was arrested and seized in 
Genoa for illegally transporting migrants. She had been since then discarded in Genoa. She is at last to 
be broken up by San Giorgio del Porto yard in Genva (See "Destocking in Genoa" p. 5 in this issue). 

  
Cairnleader, at Gunnes (United Kingdom). © PWR January 2, 2018, Sentinel, Genoa. © Vladimir Tonic 

 
Siham 1 (ex-Natalia, ex-Sham, ex-Apaydin Mukafat, ex-Nursen K, ex-Orkan, ex-Merve). IMO 8129474. 
Length 80 m, 1,109 t. Togolese flag. Classification society Columbus American Register. Built in 1983 in 
Balat (Turkey) by Gunsin. Owned by Mohamed AK (Djibouti). Gold medalist on the substandard ship 
podium with 11 detentions in 1998 in Newcastle (United Kingdom), in 2004 in Eleusis (Greece), in 2007 
in Lisbon (Portugal), in 2010 in La Spezia (Italy), in 2013 in La Spezia again then in Tripoli (Lebanon), in 
2014 in Alexandria (Egypt), in 2015 in Kalymnos (Greece) and Suez (Egypt) and in 2017 and 2018 in 
Aqaba (Jordan). Sold for demolition in Pakistan, 462 US$ per ton. 
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SSL Balaji (ex-Amsterdam, ex-Thorco Amsterdam, ex-Normed Amsterdam). IMO 9347621. Length 129 
m, 4,475 t. Deflagged from India to Palau for her last voyage shortened to Balaji. Classification society 
Indian Register of Shipping. Built in 2007 in Yeosu (South Korea) by Daehan SB Co. Detained in 2017 in 
Rotterdam (Netherlands). Owned by Shreyas Shipping & Logistics (India). Acquired by British Virgin 
Islands-registered Castle Hill Pacific Ltd care of Lilly Maritime Pvt Ltd (India). Beached in Alang.  
 
Terneskjaer (ex-Sveafjord 1, ex-Sveafjord, ex-Risvaer, ex-Heggholmen, ex-Trans Sund). IMO 7369027. 
Length 56 m, t. Norwegian flag. Classification society Det Norske Veritas. Built in 1974 in Fevag 
(Norway) by Fosen MV; lengthened in 1979 from 47 to 56 m. Owned by Maritime  Management AS 
(Norway). Sold for demolition, she was towed by the tug Ronja (IMO 5111696) to Hanoytangen (Norway) 
to be broken up by Norscrap West. 
 
Tokay Akar (ex-Kaptan Murat, ex-Ufuk, ex-Pep Altair, ex-Mercandian Sun). IMO 7408885. Length 90 m, 
t. Turkish flag. Unknown classification society. Built in 1976 in Busum (Germany) by Busumer. Owned by 
Akar Denizcilikve Ticaret Ltd (Turkey). 3 detentions: in 2001 and 2002 in Sevilla (Spain) and in 2004 in 
Constanta (Romania). On August 14, 2016, the Tokay Akar dragged anchor and ran aground on the 
breakwater of Samsun fishing port. She was refloated the following days. Seriously damaged, she was 
anchored off Samsun. In February 2020, she suffered an ingress of water and was voluntarily beached 
to avoid sinking. In June 2021, she was auctioned and acquired by a shipbreaking yard of Aliaga. The 
tug Ayaz Bey (IMO 7531670) was in charge of her last voyage. The convoy left Samsun on June 24, the 
Tokay Akar was beached in Aliaga on June 30.  

  
2016, Tokay Akar grounded in Samsun (Turkey).  

© denizcilikdergisi 
Off Aliaga shipbreaking yards. © Selim San 

 
Youssef M (ex-Venezia, ex-Kenan I, ex-Alioth, ex-Estefox, ex-Felix, ex- Leveche, ex-Pacifico, ex-Eve 
Pacific, ex-Svea Pacific, ex-Burro Bulk, ex- Burro, ex-Astillero, ex-Cabados, ex-Duro Ocho). IMO 
7726093. Length 86 m. Togolese flag. Classification society International Naval Surveys Bureau. Built in 
1980 in Gijon (Spain) by Duro Felguera. Owned by Manessa Maritime SA  registered in Honduras care 
of Global Management & Trading Co Ltd 
(Lebanon).  Bronze medallist on the podium of 
substandard ships with 10 detentions in 2004 
in Cartagena (Spain), in 2005 in Gaeta (Italy), 
in 2006 in Barcelona (Spain), in 2007 in Aliaga 
(Turkey), in 2009 in Sevilla (Spain) and Trieste 
(Italy), in 2010 in Mersin (Turkey), in 2011 and 
2012 in Trieste again and in 2013 in Marina di 
Carrara (Italy). Sold for demolition in Turkey. 
 

Venezia, anchored off  Lattakieh, Syria,  
June 19, 2010. © Marc Ottini 

 



container ship 
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Container ship 
 
Dole Costa Rica. IMO 8900335. 910 evp. Length 179 m, 8,554 t. Bahamian flag. Classification society 
Registro Italiano Navale. Built in 1991 in Castellammare (Italy) by Fincantieri. Owned by Bermuda-
registered Ventura Trading Ltd care of Reefership Marine Services LLC (Costa Rica). Sold for demolition 
in India. 593 US$ per ton. 

 
Dole Costa Rica, San Diego (California, USA), April 13, 2015. © Pascal Bredel 

 
Glory Star (ex-Victor Globe, ex-Glory Star). IMO 9105657. 342 evp. Length 107 m, 2,153 t. Palau flag. 
Classification society International Register of Shipping. Built in 1994 in Tongyeongl (South Korea) by 
ShinA SB Co. Owned by Homemay Enterprise Co Ltd (Taiwan). Sold for demolition in Bangladesh. 
 
Meratus  Banjar 1 (ex-Glenmoor, ex-Able F, ex-Rajah Brooke, ex-Vento di Libeccio, ex-Maersk 
Tanzania, ex-Rajah Brooke, ex-Norasia Karachi, ex-Rajah Brooke). IMO 9118575. 605 evp. Length 130 
m. Deflagged from Indonesia to Palau for her last voyage shortened to Merat. Classification society Det 
Norske Veritas then International Register of Shipping since May 2021. Built in 1996 in Singapore by 
Singmarine New Yard. Owned by Meratus Line (Indonesia). Sold to British Virgin Islands-registered 
South Coast Ltd prior to her departure for demolition in Bangladesh. 

 
Meratus Banjar 1, November 2018, Madura Strait (Indonesia). © Najih1999grissee 
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Factory ship 
Altair (ex-Altair II, ex-Altair). IMO 8509131. Length 94 m, 3,247 t. Deflagged from Russia to St. Kitts and 
Nevis for her last voyage. Unknown classification society. Built in 1987 in Gdansk (Poland) by Gdanska 
Lenina yard. She was one of the 35 Ivan Bochkov-type ships (ou projet B408) built by the Polish yard by 
between 1978 and 1988. Their purpose was pelagic and ground fishing. The fish processing plant 
capacity was 45 tons per day for frozen fish, 1 ton per day of raw material for canned-fish liver, 50 
tonsper day of raw material for fish meal and 2 tons per day of raw material for fish liver oil. Owned by 
Ostrov Sakhalin JSC (Russia). Sold for demolition in India.  

         
Altair, Busan, South Korea, June 2014.  

© SamyelB/Fleetphoto 
June 2021. Arriving at Alang yards, 

plot 107. © Faisal Mobh 

 
Diego Ramirez (ex-Kalahari, ex-Congelador Mar Dos). IMO 7336460. Length 81 m. Chilean flag. 
Unknown classification society. Built in 1974 in Vigo (Spain) by Astilleros y Construcciones for 
Congelador Mar Dos Sa based in Vigo. She left for South America in 1992 when she was acquired by an 
Argentinian company. Her last owner was Deris SA (Chile). The factory ship will end her life in her 
country of birth. On May 24, the Diego Ramirez left Punta Arenas in South Chile and crossed the Atlantic 
Ocean to be broken up by DDR Vessels XXI located in the port of  Musel (Spain), an EU-approved ship 
recycling yard.  

  
Congelador Mar Dos. © Histarmar Diego Ramirez, DDR Vessel XXI yard. © Menendez 

 
Solvita (ex-Ivangorod). IMO 8721765. Length 55 m, 820 t. Latvian flag. Classification society Russian 
Maritime Register of Shipping. Built in 1986 in Kiev  (Ukraine) by Leninskaya Kuznitsa. One of the 347 
Vasiliy Yakovenko-type ships (ou projet 502-EM) built by the Ukrainian yard from 1971 to 2009. In her 
Soviet and then Russian years as Ivangorod, her homeport was Murmansk but she occasionally went 
fishing in the Far East.  

 
 
Ivangorod, 17 April 17, 2003, Avacha Bay 
Kamtchatka Krai(Russia). 
 
Collection B.V. Lemachko  
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Sold in 2014 to North Star Ltd (Latvia). Sold in 2021 for demolition in Liepaja (Latvia).  

 
April 17, 2021, Solvita under tow in Liepaja military canal (Latvia). © 3x/FleetPhoto 

 
Vega (ex-Skagen, ex-Gotland, ex-King Bass, ex-Sverdlovsk). IMO 8325353. Length 94 m, 3,188 t. 
Cameroon flag since September 2019. Classification society Russian Maritime Register of Shipping. 
Built in 1984 in Gdansk (Poland) by Gdanska Lenina. She was one of the 35 Ivan Bochkov-type ships 
(ou projet B408) built by the Polish yard by between 1978 and 1988 and a sistership of Altair (see 
previous page for the fish processing plant capacity of the vessel). Owned by Pescado Ltd registered in 
St Vincent and Grenadines. Sold for demolition in India. 606 US$ per ton including 250 t of bunkers. 

 
Sverdlovsk, in Gdansk (Poland) on the Vistule River. 

From "Fishing Industry of the Soviet Union", 1985. Collection 3x/FleetPhoto 
 
 

Fishing ship 
Dong Won 701 (ex-Donfico No. 701, ex-Eniwa Maru, ex-Shinsei Maru No. 3). IMO 7114513. Length 82 
m. New Zealand flag since June 2016. Unknown classification society. Built in 1971 in Ishinomaki 
(Japan) by Yamanishi Shipbuilding and Iron Works. Owned since June 2016 by DW New Zealand, the 
New Zealand subsidiary of the South Korean shipowner Dong Won Fisheries Co Ltd, manager of the 
vessel. Declared a total loss on April 9, 2018 after suffering a major fire at berth in Timaru (New 
Zealand). Scuttled in July 2021 off the Otago coastline (See p. 74, "The END. New Zealand, the scuttling 
of the Dong Won 701). 

  
5 January 2006, fishing off New Zealang. © Evgeniy April 15, 2018, fire-ravaged in Timaru . © Alan Calvert 
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Reefer 
Antigone Z (ex-Hovden, ex-Ocean Spring, ex-Ice Lady, ex-Tonjo, ex-Haukeli, ex-Canis). IMO 6924882. 
Length 79 m, t. Panamanian flag. Classification society Polish Register of Shipping until April 2013. Built 
in 1969 in Ulsteinvik (Norway) by Ulsteinv Verft. Last known owner since December 2009 Panama-
registered AZ Shipping Co SA care of UAB Sea First International (Lithuania). 7 detentions: in 2000 in 
Holbaek (Denmark), in 2005 in Aalesund (Norway), in 2006 in Brest (France), in 2008 in Floro (Norway) 
and again in Brest and in 2012 in Alexandria (Egypt) then in Douarnenez (France). In order to avoid 
Brest, where had already been detained twice, the Antigone Z arrived in April 2012 in Douarnenez, 
another port of Brittany, to load 1260 tons of frozen horse mackerels and herring destined to Egypt. 
Though, she was again detained. Her shipowner disappeared. The 10 Russian and Lithuanian seamen 
were later repatriated. The Antigone Z remained discarded in Douarnenez for 330 days and was then 
transferred to Brest in basin n°5 where she was introduced to another "left behind" ship, the Captain 
Tsarev (arrived in 2008 after suffering an mechanical failure and finally scrapped in 2016). In 2017, the 
Antigone Z was supposedly sold for 3,950 ú and an unknown purpose. The sale failed and the ship 
remained stuck in the port. In 2021, the Antigone Z is one of ship to be broken up by Navaleo on its yard 
established in the commercial port of Brest (see p. 3, "Destocking in Brest"). 

 
January 18, 2010, Antigone Z, Neskaupstaður (Iceland). © Árni S Þorgeirsson 

 
China Frost (ex-Kaiyo, ex-Kaiyo Maru). IMO 8410914. Length 128 m, 3,367 t. Cook Islands flag. 
Classification society International Naval Surveys Bureau. Built in 1985 in Ishinomaki (Japan) by 
Yamanishi. Owned by Panama-registered Lansing Management care of Ship Service Agency JSC 
(Lithuania). 3 detentions: in 2003 in Ijmuiden (Netherlands), in 2008 in Marin (Spain) and in 2010 in 
Villagarcía de Arosa (Spain). Sold for demolition in India. 502 US$ per ton. 
 
Horncap. IMO 8802014. Length 154 m, 7,867 t. Deflagged from Liberia to Gabon for her last voyage 
renamed Thorn I. Classification society Bureau Veritas. Built in 1991 in Pula (Croatia) by Uljanik. Owned 
by Norbulk Shipping UK Ltd (United Kingdom) Detained in 2004 and 2007 in Hamburg (Germany). 
Acquired by Liberia-registered Iliana Shipping Ltd for demolition in India. 

 
Horncap, outbound Francois 1er lock at Le Havre (France), February 18, 2008. © Pascal Bredel 

 
  


