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Tresta Star, Réunion Island, Indian Ocean (France). The END, p. 97 
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Ex-Foch, the World upside down 
 

 
Foch. © Marine Nationale 

 
Scuttling of the Sao Paulo ex-Foch, February 3, 2023 
 
They did so at dusk, 349.5 km off the Brazilian coast, on the edge of the Exclusive Economic Zone, ñin 
order to avoid any logistical, operational, environmental and economic damage to the Brazilian Stateò. In 
its press release, the Brazilian Navy paid tribute to the aircraft carrier and its crews ñworthy servants of 
the French and Brazilian naviesò. The export licence for the ex-Foch in 2000 specified that the conditions 
for dismantling the Sao Paulo aircraft carrier had to be authorised in advance by the French authorities. 
In a way, France is an accomplice in this disaster decided and assumed by Brazil. 
 
Brazilôs crime is almost perfect. The alibi of the waterway that could have led to the sinking of the Sao 
Paulo is unverifiable and, in any case, repairs could have been carried out in the port of Suape, 
Pernambuco State. 
 
In its bulletin ñShipbreakingò # 64 published in November 2021, Robin des Bois anticipated ò a diffuse 
risk that the former aircraft carrier will be scuttled in the Atlantic and pollute the marine environment in 
the long term.ò 
 
The environmental disaster will occur in two stages: 
 
ï The immediate time of the mortality of an abyssal community composed of molluscs, crustaceans, fish, 
sea cucumbers and a flora adapted to the extreme conditions that prevail at a depth of 5000 m. 
 
ï The long, very long time for decomposition and dispersion of toxic substances. The ex-Foch aka Sao 
Paulo will spread a contaminating plume into the Atlantic Ocean. Lead, arsenic and tin paint flakes, 
asbestos dusts, hydrocarbon particles, PCBs and mercury will contaminate plankton, fish and whales. 

https://robindesbois.org/wp-content/uploads/shipbreaking64.pdf


Ex-Foch, the World upside down 
 

 
Robin des Bois - 4 - Shipbreaking # 68 ï February 2023 

The scuttling took place within the perimeter of the South Atlantic whale sanctuary proposed by Brazil for 
22 years within the International Whaling Commission to ñmitigate identified threats to whale populations 
and to identify and quantify other potential threatsò. 
 
The Sao Pauloós residues will contribute to the unhealthiness of the marine environment as far as the 
Caribbean arc, due to the effect of upward currents. The wrecks of warships and civilian vessels that 
have been at the bottom of the oceans since the last two World Wars continue to spread poisons on the 
ocean floor, in the water column and to contaminate marine resources. The NGO Robin des Bois based 
in France is calling for international cooperation between Latin American and European countries to 
monitor the slow decay of this underwater mega dump. 
 
See also: 
"Shipbreaking" # 58, Reefing or recycling for the Sao Paulo, p. 7, February 2020 
"Shipbreaking" # 64, Sale of the Sao Paulo, p. 15, November 2021  
The ex-Foch, twin of the Clemenceau, on her way to the scrapyard in Türkiye, August 25, 2022 
What is the future for the Sao Paulo, ex-Foch ?, September 2,2022 
The aircraft carrier Sao Paulo is banned in Brazil!, October 7, 2022 
The ex-aircraft carrier Foch on her way towards the unknown, January 20, 2023 
Update ï Aircraft carrier Sao Paulo, ex-Foch, January 31, 2023 
 

 
 
While trying to direct the blockbuster Clem 2, the Non Governmental Oranizations NGO Shipbreaking 
Platform and Basel Action Network have produced a disaster movie. After the departure from Rio de 
Janeiro of the Alp Centre/Sao Paulo-ex-Foch convoy, in a few days, they have made the ex-aircraft 
carrier and sistership of the Clemenceau an untouchable in Turkey and a curse in Brazil. It was 
misunderstanding the negligence of the successive Brazilian governments and the lack of a shipbreaking 
industry in Latin America to hope in these conditions for another fate than scuttling and oceanization. 
 
 

https://robindesbois.org/wp-content/uploads/shipbreaking58.pdf
https://robindesbois.org/wp-content/uploads/shipbreaking64.pdf
https://robindesbois.org/en/lex-foch-jumeau-du-clemenceau-en-route-pour-la-casse-en-turquie/
https://robindesbois.org/en/quel-avenir-pour-le-sao-paulo-ex-foch/
https://robindesbois.org/en/le-porte-avions-sao-paulo-est-banni-au-bresil/
https://robindesbois.org/en/lex-porte-avions-foch-en-route-vers-linconnu/
https://robindesbois.org/en/mise-a-jour-porte-avions-sao-paulo-ex-foch/
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A German military waste bound for Türkiye in transit at Cherbourg. 
 

  
Wische Y 895, August 16, 2021, Wilhelmshaven.  

© Frank Behrends 
January 7, 2023, Cherbourg.  

© Ludovic Ameline -La Presse de la Manche 

 
The German State does not set an example with regard the demolition of end-of-life merchant ships or 
navy vessels. There is still no EU-approved yards available in Germany (see the chapter on the update 
of the European list p. 20). The German State does not take the proximity criterion into account either. 
When it comes to scrapping former navy vessels, it does not choose an approved yard in the Baltic or in 
Northern Europe, but has them towed away to Türkiye on a few thousand km-long voyage.  
 
Saturday, January 7, 2023. The Danish-flagged tug Hunter docked at the Quai des Mielles in the port of 
Cherbourg (France). She was towing an old anonymous navy unit bound for the Turkish scrapyard. 
Robin des Bois' investigation revealed a "Wohnschiff" of the Ohre class, in other words a floating 
accommodation base built for the Volksmarine, the East German navy. Six units were built between 
1982 and 1986 by VEB Peene Werft in Wolgast in the district of Rostock. These ships combined the 
functions of accommodation for the crews of fast missile boats and of supply ship. They were equipped 
with two air defence guns. They could accommodate 190 men and store 700 tons of fuel, ammunition 
and food and had a waste incineration plant. Soldiers had access to a sauna, a cinema and sports 
facilities. 
 

 
É Schiffe und Boote der Volksmarine der DDR. Manfred Rºseberg.    

Ingo Koch Verlag, January 2002. 

 
After the reunification of Germany, the Vogtland, Altmark, Harz, Havelland, Börde and Uckermark were 
taken over by the Federal Navy.  The Havelland and Börde were sold as early as 1991 and 1992 to be 
used as accommodation vessels as the Odin and Monsun on civilian offshore fields. The Uckermark and 
Vogtland were scrapped in Türkiye in 2002, the Altmark in a Danish yard in 2016. The Harz, renamed 
Wische to avoid confusion with a supply ship of the German Federal Navy was the only one left. Riddled 
with asbestos and probably PCBs, she was put up for sale in 2020 by the Vebeg. The Vebeg is the 
structure in charge of the sales of vehicles, equipment and various supplies on behalf of the German 
army and public administrations and organisations. For example, the Vebeg sold the frigate Bremen for 
scrapping in Türkiye (see "Shipbreaking" # 64, p,8).  

 

https://robindesbois.org/wp-content/uploads/shipbreaking64.pdf


A German military waste bound for Türkiye in transit at Cherbourg 
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Harz H31. © UGI/Binnenschiffsforum 

 
The Hunter left Wilhelmshaven on December 22, 2022 with the task of crossing the Bay of Biscay in the 
middle of winter. With her two engines totalling 3200 bhp and a bollard pull of 44.36 tons, it was indeed 
more prudent to wait in Cherbourg for a long-term improvement in the weather conditions. The design of 
the ex-Wische makes her vulnerable to storms and water ingress.  
 
On 20 January 2023, the convoy left Cherbourg. The Wische and her hazardous materials arrived in 
Aliaga on February 12. 
 

 
Tracking of the Hunter / Wische convoy from Wilhelmshaven to Aliaga. Screenshot MarineTraffic 

 
Hunter (ex-Hunter A, ex-Sea Regent, ex-Profit Regent). IMO 9468372. Built in 2008 in Sibu (Malaysia) by 
Forward Shipbuilding Enterprise Sdn. Length 31.1 m. Danish flag. Classification society Det Norske 
Veritas. Owned by Svendborg Bugser A/S (Denmark). 
 
Wische (ex-Harz). Built in 1985 in Wolgast (ex-East Germany) by VEB Peene Werft. Length 89.38 m. 
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Shipbreaking in Africa 
 
There are no shipbreaking yards in Northern Africa, Western Africa, Southern Africa or Eastern Africa 
either approved by the European Union or stated as compliant with the standards of the Hong Kong 
Convention by one of the leading classification societies. After Guinea Bissau in issue # 66, 
"Shipbreaking" # 68 explores a wreck dump in Dande, Sarico beach (Angola) and another one in Kpone 
(Ghana). All of the abandoned ships, which over the years are abandoning their pollutants, were built in 
Russia, Australia and Europe. 
 
See in particular about shipbreaking in Africa 
- Wrecks in Mauritania. "Shipbreaking" # 20, p. 1-2 and 39-42. "Shipbreaking" # 51 p. 7-8. 
- The Senegal Project. "Shipbreaking" # 27, p. 4-5. 
- A project in South Africa. "Shipbreaking" # 61, p. 12.  
- Guinea-Bissau. "Shipbreaking" # 66, p. 12-13 

 
 

1. Angola: Dande, north of Luanda 
 

 
Praia do Sarico, Angola, April 2021. Screenshot Google Earth 

 
In Angola, Sarico beach in the municipality of Dande, a one hour-drive north of the capital Luanda, is 
becoming another Nouadhibou. For decades, wrecks have been piling up, rusting and breaking up. 
Some people talk about ships that ran aground voluntarily or involuntarily while carrying weapons during 
the civil war (1975-2002). Many point the finger at the port of Luanda: it would have got used to send 
there ships discarded along its quays. Pushed by the waves, cargo ships, fishing vessels, ferries, Ro 
Ros and other vessels exiled at the foot of cliffs end up on the beach. Many were built in Europe. 

 
© Vivências Press 

https://robindesbois.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/shipbreaking20.pdf
https://robindesbois.org/wp-content/uploads/shipbreaking51.pdf
https://robindesbois.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/shipbreaking27.pdf
https://www.robindesbois.org/wp-content/uploads/shipbreaking61.pdf
https://robindesbois.org/wp-content/uploads/shipbreaking66.pdf


Shipbreaking in Africa - Angola 
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© SAPO 24      © Angowindhoek Tourism 

 
The latest to arrive still bear marks that allow us to trace their history. Most of them, eaten away by 
corrosion, remain anonymous. 
The beach has become a leisure spot for some and a good deal for others. Local youths come to play 
and dive from the wrecks, tourist agencies offer all-inclusive tours from Luanda for US$129, scrap metal 
dealers come for their metal shopping. 
Fish, poisoned or repelled by fuel residues and other pollutants, are becoming scarce. The fishermen are 
resigned and add scrap metal recovery to their traditional activity. Accidents are not rare. 
 
In April 2021, the government of Luanda would have called for bidders with regard the removal of 
wrecks. This is not the first attempt. As early as 2004, a joint commission of the Ministries of Transport 
and Finances had been working to establish a protocol for the forfeiture of property and subsequent 
shipbreaking of of the vessels Joaquim Kapango, Lundoge and N'Gola. With no result.  
 

A few identified ones. 
 

Ale Morace (ex-Jade Express). IMO 9170195. High speed ferry. Built in 1998 in Fremantle (Australia) by 
Austal Ships. Length 47.6 m. She was declared a total loss in November 2013. 

  
August 2011, Palermo. © Irene L Cop   Ale Morace    © Celso Nunes 

 

Geroi Kryma. IMO 8724468. Fish carrier. Built in 1988 in Khabarovsk (Russia) by SM Kirova. Length 55 
m. She was declared a total loss in 2005. 

 
Left, the Geroj Kryma. © Diario Economico 



Shipbreaking in Africa - Angola 
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Joaquim Kapango (ex-Plencia). IMO 7529847. General cargo ship built in 1978 in Gijon (Spain) by Duro 
Felguera. Length 104 m. She was declared a total loss in 1996. 

 
Joaquim Kapango, while trading. © Sailor100 

 
Joaquim Kapango, discarded and twisted on Sarico Beach 

  
© Francisco Sequeira     © Robert John Lambert 

 

Karl Marx (ex-Keila). IMO 5186081. General cargo ship built in 1959 in Budapest (Hungary) by 
Gheorghiu Dej. Length 78.8 m. She was declared a total loss in 2007. 

 
September 1971. © Malcolm Cranfield 

 

  
October 2009. © Rijsdijk,1  July 2017. © Jose M Pires 
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Lepanto (ex-Georgios Kapa, ex-Pireas, ex-Deneb, ex-Fredrika). IMO 5088564. Cargo polyvalent Built in 
1962 in Falkenberg (Suède) by Falkenbergs Verv. Length 86 m. Declared a total loss in 2004. 

  
© Alain Mey.   December 2017. © Ver Angola  

 

Lundoge (ex-Aegira). IMO 7610074.  SD 14 general cargo ship built in 1979 in Southwick (United 
Kingdom) by Austin & Pickersgill. Length 144 m. Abandonned since 1995, she was declared a total loss 
in 2007. 

  
  1979. collection Chris Howell    Sarico Beach. © Paul Wille 
 

Mukankala II (ex-Cidade de Amboim, ex-Cidade de Funchal, ex-Mercandian Supplier II, ex-Lider, ex-
Mercandian Supplier II). IMO 8000070. Ro Ro built in 1981 in Frederikshavn (Denmark) by 
Frederikshavns Verft. Length 105.6 m. She was declared a total loss in 2013. 

   
                   1986. © simonwp   2017. © Fatima Abrantes 2018. © Paulo Bonito Moreira 
 

N'Gola (ex-Blumenthal)). IMO 5046906. Reefer built in 1961 in Hamburg (Germany) by Howaldtswerke. 
Length 158.50 m. She was declared a total loss in 1995. 

  
      1982 © Lars Brunkman         © Robert John Lambert 
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Tuizidi (ex-Ofelia). IMO 6809771. Ferry built in 1968 in Schacht-Audorf (Germany) by Krogerwerft. 
Length 74.4 m. She was declared a total loss in January 2022. 

  
  1990. © Pieter Inpijn     2022. © Dario Andrade 

 
 

Without names but not without pollutions 
 

  
           © Espresso das Ilhas                    © Robert John Lambert 
 

  
          © Safari Source                   © Pedro Careno 
 

  
         © Calvin Sun               January 2018. © Berço do Mundo 
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           © Pedro Careno                                  February 2020. © Calvin Sun 

  
             © Ver Angola                                © Marcelo Domingues 

 
2. Ghana: Kpone Beach, east of Tema 
 

Naftilos (ex-Saetta, ex-San Diego, ex-Etsuyo Maru). Reefer. IMO 8503723. Length 92 m. Built in 1985 in 
Komatsushima (Japan) by Tokushima Sangyo. The last known owner of the Naftilos was a certain 
Marshall Islands-registered Custom Line SA care of Fairport Shipping Ltd (Greece) which had acquired 
her in 2013 and registered her in Kiribati Islands. The Naftilos was operated in East Africa and above all 
in West Africa as a fish carrier. She was a substandard ship with a heavy record, 5 detentions in 2001 in 
Villagarcia de Arosa (Spain), in 2009 in Antwerp (Belgium), in 2011 in Montevideo (Uruguay), in 2013 in 
Port Harcourt (Nigeria)  and in December 2017 in Tema (Ghana). This latter detention was fatal. The 
Naftilos was abandonned alongside a quay.      

 
March 2018 

 

 
December 2020 

 
Screenshots Google Earth 

 

The port of Tema, which invests in its economic development, is chasing away squatters. In 2020, in a 
first move, the Naftilos was exiled in the outer fishing port. In the summer of 2021, she was towed to the 
beach of Kpone, some 10 km away, to be scrapped. 



Shipbreaking in Africa - Ghana 
 

 
Robin des Bois - 13 - Shipbreaking # 68 ï February 2023 

Dr. Evans Ago Tetteh, Transportation Consultant and Adjunct Lecturer at Regional Maritime University of 
Accra, is worried about the conditions of shipbreaking. The old cargo ship is being cut up on the beach 
without any care regarding the spill of oily water, cooling fluids, oil residues and the release in the air of 
TBT paint, debris, and asbestos contaminated materials.  Dr Ago Tetteh considers the development of a 
shipbreaking industry could be an opportunity for Ghana. It could allow the country to position itself in a 
sustainable development sector and to supply the local steel industry while getting rid of the sources of 
environmental pollution generated by derelict ships along the African coast. Subject that the industry is 
regulated. Although Ghana signed the Hong Kong Convention, there is no national specific regulation 
yet. Dr Ago Tetteh suggests that PSC Tema ship repair yard could enhance its service offer and be used 
as a shipbreaking site. Two dry docks of 277.4 and 106.7 meters respectively are available. 
 

Demolition of the Naftilos on Kpone beach 

   
October 2021   December 2021   February 2022 

Screenshot Google Earth 
 

  
November 2008. © Oleksandr Murashko August 29, 2021, Kpone Beach. 

  
January 8, 2022   I break up and I pollute.    January 15, 2022 

 

Kpone Beach photos from "Maximising the Ship Demolition Market in Ghana" - Dr. Evans Ago Tetteh  
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A glued ship in Cagliari (Sardinia, Italy) 
 
October 24, 2020. The cement carrier C3 Rubicon suffered an engine failure in the Strait of Dardanelles. 
A Turkish tug towed her to a safe anchorage off Bozcaada island just outside the strait. The crew 
managed to fix the  problem, the ship resumed trading. 
 
December 20, 2020. Two months later, the C3 Rubicon departed Malta bound for Zonguldak (Türkiye) in 
the Black Sea. She again suffered a mechanical failure. After  a makeshift repair, she was able to reach 
the repair yard of the port of Cagliari in the early days of 2021. 
 
January 2021. Le C3 Rubicon was at berth in the Sardinian port. Repairs were more expensive than 
expected. The shipowner was procrastinating, the C3 Rubicon remained in port with her crew. At the end 
of the year, the seafarers were allowed to spend the night ashore in a hotel.  
 
2022. One year later, works had not started. The 11 crewmen from Croatia (5), Georgia (3) and 
Montenegro (3) were still in Cagliari, half on board, half at the hotel. They had not received their salaries 
for three months. On March 7, Luxemburg, the flagstate, announced to cancel the registration of the C3 
Rubicon. In May, salary arrears were finally paid, the crew was repatriated. The C3 Rubicon moved to 
another quay. She would have been reflagged to Panama in August 2022. 

  
March 23, 2022   Screenshot Google Earth   May 11, 2022 

 
2023. Still at berth in Cagliari, the C3 Rubicon has no crew and not much future. Port fees amount now 
to several hundred thousand euros. She could be auctioned to clear the debts. In her condition, she is 
not certain to find a buyer.  

 
C3 Rubicon, Cagliari. © Egidio Ferrighi 

 

C3 Rubicon (ex-Palencia, ex-CFS Palencia, ex-Palencia, ex-CFS Palencia, ex-Zim Kingston IV, ex-
Palencia). IMO 9137856. Ex-general cargo ship registered by IMO as a cement carrier since October 2020. 
Length 122 m. Deadweight 8,725 t. Luxemburg flag, reportedly reflagged to Panama in August 2022. 
Classification society Indian Register of Shipping. Built in 2000 in Tuzla (Türkiye) by Selah Makina. 
Detained in 2018 in Aliaga (Türkiye). Last known owner Makar Navis doo (Croatia).  
 

.
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On the livestock carrier front  
 
1. The European Union, accomplice of a slave shipowner 
 
For exporting its livestock, the European Union has, through the Directorate-General for Health and 
Food Safety, approved the Nader A and the Janay, two substandard ships that accumulate technical, 
social and environmental infringements. Behind the Switzerland-registered shell company Abdin M in 
and behind the Marshall Islands-registered shell company Princess Maya Shipping, the real owner of 
these two substandard ships is AMJ Marine Services, 1195, Old Saida Road, Choueifat (Lebanon). 
 

 
Nader A, January 2021, Tenes (Algeria). © Tenes Maritime 

At sea, white often covers rust 

 
Nader-A (ex-Youzarsif H, ex-Uni K, ex-Vima Alfa, ex-Lem Alfa, ex-Duke, ex-Dana Iberia, ex-
Commodore Clipper, ex-Hamburg, ex-Jan Kahrs). IMO 7611547. Ex-general cargo ship converted in 
2013 at the age of 36. Length 81 m. Built in 1977 in Hamburg (Germany) by Norderwerft. 46 years old.  
Detained in Sète (France) in 2015 and 2016, in Midia (Romania) in 2017 and in Rasa (Croatia) in 2021. 
In May 2017, she was banned from Paris MoU ports for three months. Between 2018 and 2022, she 
totalled 1 detention et 63 deficiencies in the ports of Algiers (Algeria), Aqaba (Jordan), Alexandria 
(Egypt), Midia (Romania), Rasa (Croatia) and Sète (France).  
On September 5, 2022, coming from Sète, she was turned away from Algiers with 787 slaughter cattle 
because of a dispute over three young bulls vaccinated against infectious bovine rhinotracheitis. On 
September 19, back to Sète, the ANSES (the French Agency for Food, Environmental and Occupational 
Health & Safety) declared her as a potential source of foot and mouth disease requiring radical 
disinfection measures. The Nader A is approved for livestock transport by the European Union until 
March 9, 2023. She is operated by AMJ Marine Services 1195, Old Saida Road, Choueifat (Lebanon). 
She left Famagousta (Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus) where she had arrived on January 17, 2023 
coming from Misurata (Libya) and is expected at Sète (France) this monday evening, February 20.  
 
 

 
Janay docked at Carthagena (Spain), March 2019. © Salvador Garcia Garcia 

 
Janay (ex-Mara, ex-Justo). OMI 7015509. Ex-general cargo ship converted in 2011 at the age of 41. 
Length 74 m. Built in 1970 in Trondheim (Norway) by Orens MV; lengthened in 1979 from 59 to 74 m. 
53 years old. The Janay is the record holder, for all categories, with regard technical, social and 
environmental infringements with 132 deficiencies between 2019 and 2022. She was detained 18 times 



On the livestock carrier front 
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in 1998 in Rotterdam (Netherlands), in 2004 in Augusta (Italy), in 2005 in Koper (Slovenia), in 2007 
twice in Valletta (Malta) then in Rades (Tunisia), in 2008 again in Koper then in Porto Nogaro (Italy), 
Catania (Italy), Valletta again and Rijeka (Croatia), in 2009 in Monfalcone (Italy) and Alexandria (Egypt), 
in 2010 in Mersin (Turkey), in 2013 and 2014 in Kalymnos (Greece), in 2019 in Batumi (Georgia) and in 
2021 in Midia (Romania). She was approved by the European Union until July 26, 2022. Her last ports 
of call in Europe were Kalymnos (Greece) and Sulina (Romania). Since then, she was spotted in the 
non European ports of Jeddah (Saudi Arabia), Beirut (Lebanon), Digna (Sudan), Suez (Egypt), Port 
Said (Egypt). According to her latest AIS signal, she was located in the Red Sea, in Suez (Egypt).  

 
Behind the Honduras-registered shell company Amin Shipping, AMJ Marine Services is also the multi-
defaulting owner of the Onda. The Onda is one of the 106 substandard ships identified by Robin des 
Bois in "Shipbreaking" # 59 published in May 2020.  

Onda (ex-Trader, ex-Kuki Boy, ex-Elisabeth Boye). IMO 8912467. 30 years old. Length 77 m. Unknown 
flag since 2018. Classification society Det Norske Veritas/Germanischer Lloyd. Built in 1990 in Soby 
(Denmark) by Soby M&S. Owned by Amin Shipping Co c/o AMJ Marine Services (Lebanon). Detained 
in 2001 in Grundartangi (Iceland), in 2002 in Aveiro (Portugal) and Glasgow (Scotland, United 
Kingdom), in 2004 in Novorossiysk (Russia), in 2014 in La Rochelle (France) and Setubal (Portugal), in 
2015 twice in Novorossiysk again, in 2016 in Chanea (Greece) and in 2019 in Tin Can Island (Nigeria). 
Banned from European ports in March 2016 for three months.  

 
Elisabeth Boye, Pointe-à-Pitre (Guadeloupe, France), February 2013 © Bertrand Gréaux 

 
Banned from European ports and targeted as a high-risk ship, the Onda retreated from 2017 onward to 
West Africa. While doing business with European Union livestock in the Mediterranean, AMJ Marine 
Services multiplied crew abandonments and unpaid salary arrears in Africa. First with five Indian 
seafarers in 2018 in the port of Tiko in Cameroon. Under threats and intimidation from AMJ Marine 
Services and despite contacts with the Indian consulates in Cameroon and Nigeria and the support of 
the ITF (International Transport Workers' Federation), they had no other solution than to disembark after 
a few months. 
A new crew of seven men was hired by AMJ Marine Services. The Onda was engaged for a few months 
in some unknown traffic and again, the crew was abandoned with arrears, this time at anchorage off 
Douala. The Covid 19 pandemic then began. The shipowner explained his inaction by logistical 
difficulties and made promises that were never kept. Four crewmen from Cameroon and Sao Tome and 
Principe remained on board. The ITF once again came to their support. The Onda has not had a 
classification society or insurance for three to four years. In February 2021, once again, the seafarers 
disembarked after receiving a small part of their salary arrears. Although her official status in the Equasis 
database has been "laid-up" since 2020, the Onda resumed trading in West Africa with a new crew. She 
was deflagged from Togo to Guyana, but this registration was usurped. In the framework of the 
Memorandum of Abuja, she was inspected in the ports of Warri (Nigeria, March 9, 2021), Takoradi 
(Ghana, March 22, 2021) and Freetown (Sierra Leone, October 2021). 10 deficiencies were reported.  
In December 2021, the Onda was again at anchorage, this time in Dakar waiting area (Senegal). She 
was urgently in need of structural repairs.  
In February  2022, the Senegalese inspectors reported 22 deficiencies including the unavailability of life 
saving appliances and placed the ship under arrrest. In other words the Onda was detained. The port of 
Dakar refused her towage and docking in a protected area.  
 

https://robindesbois.org/wp-content/uploads/shipbreaking59.pdf
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In July 2022, the Lebanese shipowner claimed to be in financial difficulties because of the ongoing 
banking reform in Lebanon. The crew of the Onda was once again abandoned; four seafarers from 
Cameroon, Lebanon, Nigeria and Syria remained on board with little to eat and many unpaid salaries. 
AMJ Marine Services said it wanted to sell the ship to pay them. No one believes this, as they have 
already done this to previous crews. 

 
August 12, 2022, on board of the Onda. © ITF 

 
On February 6, 2023, the Senegalese court, on request of the ITF and of the Onda crew, authorized the 
seizure of the ship as long as the shipowner did not pay the 84,000 US$ in due wages. The next step 
could be the auction of the ship which, in any case, will have no other possible fate than demolition. 

 
 
2. The European Union proceeds between livestock and cocaine trafficking 

 
on January 25, 2023, the Orion V coming from Cartagena (Colombia) and bound for Beirut (Lebanon) 
was boarded and searched by the Spanish Navy and the Spanish customs off the Canary Islands and 
escorted to Las Palmas. She was transporting 1750 cows and 4.5 tons of cocaine worth 114 million US$ 
(105 million ú). It was her first voyage under this name. Indeed her name had changed, but she was still 
in a very poor state with her Togolese flag and a third rank classification society. The Orion V is the ex-
F.M. Spiridon. 
 

  



On the livestock carrier front 
 

 
Robin des Bois - 18 - Shipbreaking # 68 ï February 2023 

  

  
Boarding and search of the Orion V off the Canary Islands, January 25, 2023. © Spanish Customs 

 
 
The Paris-based NGO Robin des Bois had been targeting her since May 2020, like the Spanish 
customs. "Shipbreaking" # 59 dedicated to 106 substandard ships operated in the Mediterranean and 
the Black Sea. with extensions to Africa and South America, painted this unflattering picture of her (p. 
20): 

F.M. Spiridon (ex-Vera Mukhina). IMO 7300992. 47 years old. Ex-general cargo ship converted in 2009. 
Length 98 m. Togolese flag. Classification society International Naval Surveys Bureau. Built in 1973 in 
Rauma (Finland) by Hollming. Owned by FM Shipping SA care of Murr Shipping SA (Honduras). 
Detained in 2000 in Saint-Malo (France), in 2005 in Varna (Bulgaria), in 2006 in Bordeaux (France), in 
2008 in Vasteras (Sweden), in 2009 in Kerch (Ukraine) and in 2014 in Chalkis (Greece). 

 
F.M. Spiridon, Malaga (Spain), October 2017. © F.Ybancos 

 
In June 2021, one year later, the report "78 EU-approved livestock carriers" written by Robin des Bois in 
partnership with AWF (Animal Welfare Foundation) and Tierschutzbund Zürich pointed out that 58 
deficiencies had been found on the F.M. Spiridon between 2019 and 2020, including in Cartagena, 
Colombia and Cartagena, Spain, with regard issues as diverse as water/weathertight conditions and 
living and working conditions of the crews. This landmark report, which has been carefully read by all EU 
stakeholders, points out that "During the trading life of livestock carriers, additional and illegal traffics 
have been reported or suspected". The case of the Neameh diverted to Algeciras on 21 May 2020 by 
Spanish customs is cited in the report. Coming from Cartagena in Colombia, the Neameh was suspected 
of carrying drugs but the dog squad, disoriented by the stench of the ship, had not been able to detect 
anything. Later on, the Neameh called at the Spanish ports of Cartagena, Las Palmas (Canary Islands) 
and Ceuta (Spanish enclave in Morocco), as if nothing had happened before. The report also recalls that 
on January 2015, the Sierra Leone-flagged Ezadeen was rescued south of Italy while drifting with 450 
men, women and children victims of human trafficking. Her last known shipowner also operates two EU-
approved livestock carriers, the Sea Star Livestock approved until 19 June 2024 and the Karazi until 
February 2024. 

https://robindesbois.org/wp-content/uploads/shipbreaking59.pdf
https://robindesbois.org/wp-content/uploads/78_EU_livestock_carriers_June_2021_RobindesBois_AWF_TSB-1.pdf
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On September 28, 2020, four  months after the release of "Shipbreaking" # 59, Robin des Bois received 
an email in English signed Elio Rayess: " After reading part of your report, it grabbed my attention that 
you have included one of our vessels (M/V F.M. Spiridon) in your report without any valid reason. The 
detentions you have mentioned were before we even purchased and converted the vessel to a livestock 
carrier (Despite Chalkis). Therefore, I would highly appreciate your reply about based on what our vessel 
was included as we work hard to keep our vessel in good condition and calling Europe, Brazil , and 
Colombia without any detains." 
On his Linkedin profile, Elio Rayess presents himself as a manager experienced in livestock carrier 
management within Murr Shipping. During 2020, Murr Shipping operated from Beirut three livestock 
carriers, the Spiridon II, the F.M. Spiridon and, in association with Al-Fahed Livestock SARL, the Al 
Fahed. 
 
The Spiridon II is approved for the transport of livestock until June 20, 2024. In 2019-2020, she was 
inspected 12 times in Beirut (Lebanon, 2 times), Cartagena (Spain, 3 times), Cartagena (Colombia), 
Koper (Slovenia), Rijeka (Croatia), Vila Do Conde (Brazil, 4 times) for a total of 76 deficiencies. The 
grounds for detention in Koper include deficiencies with regard structural condition, water and 
weathertight condition, fire safety, life-saving appliances and ISM. The ISM (International Safety 
Management) obliges shipowners to have a crisis unit available 24 hours a day to help manage serious 
damage or a collision. The Spiridon II has been docked at Piraeus (Greece) since November 10, 
2022. 
 
The F.M. Spiridon became the Orion V in September 2022. Her new owner is hiding behind a Florida-
registered shell company. On January 25, 2023, when the ship was arrested, her ISM manager was 
Safer Management SA, domiciled "groundfloor, Rayess Building, Pine Street 9614 Lebanon". This 
mention disappeared on February 7, 2023 from the Equasis database. 
The Orion V arrived on February 11 in Beirut (Lebanon). She left on February 18 and is now docked 
at Latakia (Syria). In a message sent to our partner AWF (Animal Welfare Foundation), the French 
Ministry of Agriculture and Food Sovereignty says that "apparently the Orion V is not approved by the 
European Union". 
 
 
The Al Fahed was beached for demolition in Pakistan on November 27, 2020 (cf. "Shipbreaking" n° 62, 
p. 117).  
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://robindesbois.org/wp-content/uploads/shipbreaking59.pdf
https://www.robindesbois.org/wp-content/uploads/a_la_casse_62.pdf
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Update of the list of EU-approved ship recycling yards  
 

The 10th list of yards approved by the European Commission for the recycling of ships was published on 
December 14, 2022. The number of approved yards has been reduced from 46 to 45. Vessels flying the 
flag of a Member State must be recycled exclusively in these yards since the entry into force of the 
European regulation (January 1, 2019). 
 
The Turkish yards Isiksan and Simsekler have been removed from the list of EU-approved yards. Isiksan 
was included in May 2019, Simsekler in November 2020. The  yards were initially approved for five 
years. 
Additional inspections were carried out in the wake of fatal accidents during the scrapping of offshore 
platforms and ships in October 2020 at Isiksan and February 2021 at Simsekler (see "Shipbreaking" 
# 62, p. 4). The inspections carried out by the European Commission have concluded that there were 
breaches with regard safety. They also underlined that some EU-flagged vessels that were to be 
scrapped by Iskisan had been subcontracted to non-approved yards.  
 
In July 2021 then in September 2021, three workers died and another one was seriously injured at Metas 
yard. Yēlmaz Demir, Oĵuz, Taĸkēn Ķlyas Bēdēk and Veli Bal were employed on the dismantling of Carnival 
Inspiration. The ex-cruise ship was to be scrapped by the EU-approved yard Ege Celik but, due to lack 
of available space, had been subcontracted to the un-approved yard Metas with the consent of the 
shipowner Carnival Corp. To date, no action has been taken against the Ege Celik yard.  
 
The Bulgarian yard Ship and Industrial Service Ltd is a newcomer included in the European list. This is 
the first yard located in the Black Sea. Established in the port of Varna, it is allowed to recycle ships up 
to 140 m in length. It could be a first step regarding the eradication of substandard cargo ships sailing in 
the Black Sea and Eastern Mediterranean.  

 
There are still no yards in Greece, in Germany and in the Western Mediterranean,  

except for the decentralized yard of Genoa. 

https://www.robindesbois.org/wp-content/uploads/shipbreaking62.pdf
https://www.robindesbois.org/wp-content/uploads/shipbreaking62.pdf
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2022 
  

With 387 ships, 2.7 million tons to be recycled, the ship breaking industry has been in freefall in 2022. 
The tonnage scrapped has been halved compared to 2021. It is barely higher than that of 2006-2007 
(2 million tons). The India-Bangladesh duo absorbs 70% of it. The drop has worsened in the second half 
of the year. A single figure sums up the depression. In issue # 65 of the bulletin "Shipbreaking", 
covering the months of October-November-December 2021, the convoy of scrapped vessels was 21 km 
long. In this issue # 68 covering the months of July-August-September-October-November-December 
2022, the convoy of scrapped ships is 20 km long. 

 

Overview of the 2nd semester, from July to December 2022 

 
156 ships to scrap, 1.1 million de tons. This is a decrease by -31% compared to the first semester of 
2022. The drop in tonnage was -22% in Bangladesh, -39% in India and even reached -65% in Pakistan. 
Bangladesh (38% of the global tonnage) is taking back the lead, ahead of India (33%), Türkiye (11%) 
and Pakistan (9%). 
 

tonnage recycled ships 
1 Bangladesh, 416,000 t (38%) 

2 India, 360,000 t (32%)  

3 Türkiye, 124,000 t (11%) 
4 Pakistan, 101,000 t (9%) 

1 Bangladesh, 68 (44%) 

2 India, 41 (26%) 

3 Türkiye, 14 (9%)  
4, Pakistan 10 (6%) 

 

Two categories of ships, the bulkers and the gas, chemical and oil tankers total 62% of the ships to be 
broken up. Tankers had been the number one category since January 2021. With 340,000 tons, 31%, 
they have been overtaken by bulkers (347,000 tons, 31%). Aframax tankers (from 80,000 to 120,000 
tons deadweight) and suezmax tankers (around 160,000 tons) aged 15 years and older are very sought-
after on the second hand market. They have  found a new purpose, the transport of price-capped 
Russian oil and are currently sold for further trading rather than for scraping.  
 
Passenger ships keep on feeding the scrapyards. 15 ferries and cruise ships have been beached. The 
ex-cruise ships headed for Türkiye and India. The Gold Club, Horizon, Marella Celebration and Saga 
Pearl II laid up in Greece were towed to Aliaga. They were joined by the Carnival Ecstasy sailing on her 
own power from Miami. The Superstar Aquarius and Superstar Gemini, used to be operated in Asia, 
They were beached in Alang. The ex-Zenith, laid up in Greece, left the Mediterranean renamed TSM 
Singapore and was as well beached in Alang after a 7000 km-long voyage. Two South Korean ferries 
wee beached in Bangladesh. Of the 8 liners scrapped in Turquie or in India, 3 were built in Saint-Nazaire 
(France) by Chantiers de l'Atlantique. 
 
In 2021, the post-covid economic recovery has mobilized all cargo vessels, particularly container ships. 
Only 17 container ships were scrapped according to bulletins # 62, 63, 64 and 65 of "Shipbreaking". In 
2022, 7 container ships were scrapped, only one during the first quarter, the 49 year old American 
veteran Matsonia, then at the very end of the second half of the year, the trend reversed. In December, 6 
container ships were scrapped, including the Xetha Bhum in Alang and the Mathu Bhum in Chattogram. 
These are small "feeder" container ships with a capacity of 1,000 boxes operated on the regional lines of 
the Thai RCL. In the same month of December, four container ships were reported to be scrapped. With 
the arrival on the market of container ships ordered in 2019 and 2020, it is possible that 15 to 20-year-
old container ships will once again hit the beaches of the Indian subcontinent in 2023. 
 

tonnage recycled by category ships by category 
1 bulker, 347,000 t (31%) 
2 tanker, 340,000 t (31%) 
3 ferry/cruise ship, 185,000 t (17%) 
4 container ship, 50,000 t (5%)  

1 tanker, 49 (32%) 
2 bulker, 29 (19%) 
3 offshore service vessel, 16 (10%) 
4 ferry/ cruise ship, 15 (10%) 

 

Demolitions in July-August-September-October-November-December 2022 

 
Prices in the Indian subcontinent remained stable at around 600 US$ per ton for most of the period. 
They dropped at the beginning of November. At the end of the year, they were slightly above 500 US$ 



2nd semester 2022 
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per ton. In Turkey, the drop occurred earlier, in July, with purchase prices stabilizing at around 250 US$ 
per ton. 
 
Only one ship, the Norwegian-built chemical tanker Prisco Bravo (p. 70) was sold at the outstanding 
price of 1,200 US$ per ton thanks to her stainless steel tanks. She was bought by an Indian yard.  

 
 
135 ships were scrapped in the Indian subcontinent (78%) and in Türkiye (9%).  
 
99 ships (63%) had been delivered a class certificate by a member of the International Association of 
Classification Societies (IACS). For 27 of them (17%), the classification society has not been reported to 
the official databases. 
 
72 years. this is the age of the veteran, the ex-whale hunter Pol XIV acquired by the NGO Sea Sheperd 
and renamed Bob Barker (p. 95). She was sent to a Turkish yard. A total of seven ships aged 50 years 
and over were scrapped. The Canadian research ship Hudson, 59 years (p. 96), is to be broken up in 
Canada. The other elders were beached in the yards of the subcontinent, including the Aqua Solution, 
53 years old, ex- Swedish ferry Prinsessan Christina (p. 31). 

  
Pol XIV, future Bob Barker.  

© Larvik Museum 

Prinsessan Christina.  
Collection Andreas Wörteler 

 
The average age for all categories is 33 years. 
 
The youngest is the bulker Ever Judger (p. 55), 8 years old, ravaged by fire in March 2018 and since 
discarded in Indonesia. Two other fire victims follow, the tanker Ampar 8, 15 years old (p. 72), and the 
tug Norsul Vitoria (p. 26) 16 years old. Three other ships were less than 20 years old at the time of 
demolition, including the Star Tianjin, 18 years old, lthe youngest ore carrier to be broken up since 
December 2020. She was beached in Chattogram nicknamed Starlet (p. 57).  
 
75 ships (48%) were deflagged for the last voyage. Saint Kitts and Nevis (23) remains the number one 
funeral flag ahead of Comoros (11), Gabon (10) and Mongolia (6). 
 
52 ships (33%) were detained prior to scrapping..  
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49 ships (31%) were built in the European Union, Norway and the United Kingdom. 
 
19 ships (12%) belonged to shipowners established in the European Union, the European Economic 
Area or the United Kingdom. 10 of them headed for yards of the Indian subcontinent, 6 for Turkish yards 
and 3 for European yards. The Norwegian FPSO tanker Petrojarl Foinaven, 250 m in length, is the 
biggest ship to be broken up in a EU-approved yard (cf. p. 80). 

 
Petrojarl Foinaven, arriving in Fredrikshavn (Denmark). © Evert 

 

 
96 ships (62%) are less than 150 m in length, 27 are between 150 and 200 m and 32 over 200 m, 
including 3 VLCCs of more than 300 m.  
 
The largest and heaviest are the VLCCs Bongkot Star, 331 m (p. 72), operated as a floating storage in 
Thailand and Uranus, 330 m (p. 77). Both were beached in Bangladesh.  

   
Bongkot Star. 25 years, 331 m, 41,756 t. Scrap value, 

22 million US$. © Nathalin Shipping 
Uranus. 20 years, 330 m, 39,825 t. Scrap value,  

24 million US$. © Radek Pachecki 
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Tug 
July-August-September 2022 

 

The queens Abeille Flandre and Abeille Languedoc 
On August 2, 2022, the Abeille Languedoc arrived in Brest at Navaleo yard, one of the 45 facilities to 
date approved by the European Union for ship recycling. She was joined there on September 30 by her 
eldest sistership Abeille Flandre. For the latter, this was a return to her roots, to the city which had been 
her homeport for 26 years.  
 

  
Abeille Languedoc, August 2, 2022  Brest   Abeille Flandre, October 4, 2022  

© Erwan Guéguéniat 

 
The Abeille Flandre and Abeille Languedoc were launched in 1978 and 1979 respectively as Neptun 
Suecia and Neptun Gothia by Ulstein Hatlo yard in Ulsteinvik (Norway). They were to be dedicated to 
transoceanic towage and offshore service for the Swedish shipowner Neptun Transport and Marine 
Service A/B.  
 

   
Neptun Gothia     Collection Frédéric Bogaert.    Neptun Suecia 

 
The second oil crisis that came along with the Iranian revolution (1978-1979) left them idle. They were 
acquired by Les Abeilles in 1979, a few months after leaving the yard. They were to be chartered by the 
French Navy which urgently needed powerful tugs. When the oil tanker Amoco Cadiz sank off the coast 
of Finistère (March 16, 1978), the only deep-sea tugs available were those of the German company 
Bugsier. The response, assistance and salvage tugs (Remorqueur d'Intervention, d'Assistance et de 
Sauvetage, RIAS) of the private company Les Abeilles would be entrusted with the public service 
mission of assisting ships and crews in distress. 
 
For 43 years, the Abeille Languedoc and the Abeille Flandre ensured safety along the French coastline 
in the Atlantic, the English Channel and the Mediterranean. Available 24 hours a day, ready to set sail in 
20 minutes, they rescued hundreds of ships and thousands of sailors and avoided a number of major 
environmental disasters.  
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Abeille Languedoc 

© Les Abeilles/Marine Nationale 

Abeille Flandre  
© Romain Veyrié/Marine Nationale 

 
The Abeille Flandre was initially based in Brest, Brittany. A square of Locmaria, Belle-Île, was named for 
her after the shipwreck of Erika. She is also the heroine of the book "LôAbeille dôOuessant" (Herv® 
Hamon, April 2000, Le Seuil). Replaced in May 2005 by the Abeille Bourbon, bigger and more powerful, 
she headed for the Mediterranean and Toulon. She was decommissioned in September 2022, after her 
successor the Abeille Méditerranée entered service.  
 
The Abeille Languedoc was based in Cherbourg, Normandy. In March 1980, one year after her arrival, 
she was mobilized on the Tanio shipwreck and towed her stern section to Le Havre. After the Abeille 
Liberté started her duties in Cherbourg in 2005, she was repositioned to La Rochelle and then in 
September 2011 to Boulogne-sur-Mer. In recent years, she was able to rescue the small migrant boats 
attempting to cross the Channel towards England. In May 2022, one of her last missions was the 
salvage of 56 migrants, men, women and children, drifting on a inflatable boat disabled with an engine 
failure. 
 
After a life of devotion to the maritime world, the Abeilles have earned the right to leave with dignity, and 
to be recycled in a shipbreaking yard approved by the European Union. Their valiant crews were spared 
the affront of seeing their two good samaritans torn apart in India or Türkiye or bought by a United Arab 
Emirates-based cash buyer that would need to tow old hulls for scrapping. 

 
Abeille Flandre and Abeille Languedoc, waiting for shipbreking in Brest, 

November 8, 2022. © Erwan Guéguéniat 
 
Abeille Flandre (ex-Neptun Suecia). IMO 7710513. Length 63 m. French flag. Classification society 
Bureau Veritas. Built in 1978 in Ulsteinvik (Norway) by Ulstein Hatlo. Owned by Leaseflow SAS care of 
Les Abeilles (France).  

 
Abeille Languedoc (ex-Neptun Gothia). IMO 7710525. Length 63 m. French flag. Classification society 
Bureau Veritas. Built in 1979 in Ulsteinvik (Norway) by Ulstein Hatlo. Owned by Leaseflow SAS care of 
Les Abeilles SAS (France).  
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Caballo Lipizano (ex-Seabulk Katie). IMO 9169079. Length 34 m. Mexican flag. Unknown classification 
society. Built in 1996 in Singapore by President Marine. Owned by Oceanografia SA de CV (Mexico). to 
be broken up Mexico. See also the chapter on Oceanografia SA de CV, p. 83. 

  
September 5, 2007 © Samuel R Vior May 11, 2013, Veracruz (Mexico).  

© Captain Ted 

 
Norsul Vitoria. IMO 9318450. Articulated pusher tug. Length 33 m, 676 t. Brazilian flag. Classification 
society American Bureau of Shipping. Built in 2006 in Niteroi (Brazil) by Aker Promar. Owned by 
Companhia de Navegacao Norsul (Brazil).  

  
11 December 2019, poussant une barge in Sao Francisco do 

Sul. © Captain .M. Jendi 
14 November 2018. © Guido Botto 

 

On January 30, 2008, the convoy consisting in the pusher tug Norsul Vitoria and the barge Norsul 12 
loaded with 340 t of steel coils capsized in the Bay of Babitonga at the entrance to Sao Francisco do Sul 
(Brazil). It was refloated. The Norsul Vitoria resumed service. On the night of January 16, 2020, she 
suffered a fire while approaching quay 302 in Sao Francisco do Sul. This time the Norsul Vitoria was 
declared a total loss. According to Worldwide Tug & OSV News, she would have been scrapped in 
August 2022 by a local yard.  
 

 
January 2020, Norsul Vitoria, during and after fire. 

 © Maritime Bulletin 
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October-November-December 2022 
 
Foxford Petra (ex-Iuyo Maru, ex-Yuyo Maru). IMO 8410756. Length 36 m, 625 t. Panamanian flag. 
Classification society International Register of Shipping. Built in 1984 in Mukaishima (Japan) by Sanyo 
Shipbuilding. Owned by Allianz Offshore Abu Dhabi Ltd (United Arab Emirates). Beached for demolition 
in Pakistan as Ocean Younker. 

 
 
 
 
 
Foxford Petra, January 2009, Batam (Indonesia). 
© Gwenolé de Kermenguy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Salvage Duke (ex-Strong Deliverer, ex- Haedong Star No,99, ex- Nissho Maru No. 1, ex-Nissho Maru, 
ex-Shinei Maru). IMO 7902788. Length 55 m, 1,138 t. Saint Vincent and the Grenadines flag. 
Classification society Russian Maritime Register of Shipping. Built in 1979 in Kochi (Japan) by Kochi 
Eiho. Detained in 2013 in Oita (Japan). Owned by Asian Marine Co Ltd (Taiwan). Laid up since May 
2016. According to Worldwide Tug & OSV News, she would have been scrapped in December 2022 by 
a yard of Kaohsiung (Taiwan). 

 
Salvage Duke, Taiwan, May 2014. © Wei-Lin Chen 

 
 

Salvage Titan (ex-Hua An, ex-SmitWijs NewYork, ex-Smit New York). IMO 7522136. Length 67 m. Saint 
Vincent and the Grenadines flag. Classification society China Classification Society. Built in 1977 in 
Heusden (Netherlands) by Verolme. Detained in 2012 in Setubal (Portugal). Owned by Asian Marine Co 
Ltd (Taiwan). Her official status is still "in service". According to Worldwide Tug & OSV News, she would 
have been scrapped in December 2022 by a yard of Kaohsiung (Taiwan). 
 
 


